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Cameroon 


Cameroon: Government Paper Says Biya, Nigeria’s 
Abacha To Meet 


AB1902184296 Paris AFP in French 
1630 GMT 19 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Yaounde, 19 Feb (AFP) — The 
government daily CAMEROON TRIBUNE confirmed 
today that a summit between President Paul Biya of 
Cameroon and General Sani Abacha, Nigeria’s head of 
state, under Togolese President Gnassingbe Eyadema’s 
auspices, is "in sight.” According to the paper, this is the 
“main outcome” of last week’s meeting at Pya, Togo, 
President Eyadema’s hometown, between Cameroon's 
Foreign Minister Ferdinand Leopold Oyono and Nige- 
ria’s Foreign Minister Tom Ikimi. 


The meeting came two weeks after clashes erupted 
on the Bakassi peninsula — which the two countries 
are claiming — between Cameroonian and Nigerian 
soldiers on 3 February. Referring to these clashes which, 
according to the Cameroonian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs claimed two lives — “one on each side” — 
the paper says this "led to an upsurge in violence with 
consequent substantial loss of human lives." 


"Information coming in from Abuja, but unconfirmed 
in Yaounde, shows that about 20 persons were killed," 
the paper adds, before indicating that “Nigerian soldiers 
have been taken prisoner." Without citing sources, it 
also writes that the clashes resulted in pushing back the 
Nigerian Army beyond the positions they had hitherto 
occupied." 


Finally, according to the government daily, “Abuja 
claims Cameroon is plotting to overthrow Gen. 
Abacha’s regime with South Africa’s complicity.” The 
paper concludes that, for the Yaounde authorities, this 
is a "fantasy" of the Nigerians. 


Cameroon: Minister Views Crisis With Nigeria 
Over Bakassi 


AB2002213696 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 20 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program; all sentences as 
heard] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Just last week, a Cameroonian 
Government delegation was in Abuja for talks with 
Nigeria about the Bakassi Peninsula dispute. When 
clashes broke out there earlier this month, each ~ Je 
accused the other of starting the fighting, and there 
appeared to be a breach of an agreement made between 
the two countries at last year’s OAU summit in Tunis 
when they agreed to put the matter to arbitration at the 
International Court of Justice, and to cease hostilities. 
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But, according to Cameroon, the Nigerians haven't kept 
their side of the deal. Cameroon's minister delegate for 
external affairs, (Francis Nkwain), is in Yaounde, and 
on the line William Wallace asked him ¥ hat they are 
accusing the Nigerians of doing in Bakassi: 


[Begin recording] [((Nkwain)] It involves the continua- 
tion of activities wiich are regarded to be hostile, that 
is, shooting. It simply means that in spite of what we 
have been talking to each other, we have evidence that 
they are not halting the hostilities. 


[Wallace] And, do you see this as part of a drive by the 
Nigerians to try and gain more territory or is it this just 
incident... 


((Nkwain)] I think that is all that, because since they 
decided to land on Bakassi middle of December 1993, 
all along the effort is to gain ground, that is all. And, | 
think that the evidence does show clearly that they are 
still on that their objective. 


[Wallace] And, have there been casualties in the last 
few days on the peninsula? 


[(Nkwain)] No, we have not heard of any casualties, 
but we don’t even like the idea of casualty. The main 
casualty has been the occupation of our territory. The 
Other activities are resulting from this, and efforts to 
make sure that we stop where we are, and respect the 
spirit of the decision in Tunis between the two heads 
of state, and stop hostilities, this is our prayer, this our 
hope while awaiting the decision by the international 
court. 


[Wallace] But, you say that the Nigerian troops on the 
peninsula are continuing hostilities, are you also meeting 
their hostilities with gunfire of your own. 


((Nkwain)] Obviously, there are forces there, and if 
they shoot we have to reply. This is the cause of the 
tension there. For some time there had been a real 
lull, but even at that time we knew that it is a restless 
situation. And, even though we talk with them, because 
we are neighbors and we are brothers, and we think 
that the error that was committed could have been 
recognized these past two years to have been an error, 
and they continued to provoke and come up with strange 
reasonings and so forth, I think there is something else 
that they may like us to know. 


[Wallace] But, since the hostilities have broken out 
again in these few weeks, what have you agreed? Have 
you agreed to this... 


[(Nkwain), interrupting] We have... [pauses] the foreign 
ministers of Nigeria and Cameroon have again met this 
weekend at Kara, and they have restated their intention 
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that the two nations will respect what should come up 
from the international court, when it does come out, 
and reiterated the desire to work out quickly direct 
program to withdraw the troops so that they shouldn't be 
provoking each other. Our minister of external relations 
returned on Sunday [18 February], and there was news 
that shooting was again being perpetrated down there 
by the Nigerian troops. 


[Wallace] Are you planning to take this latest problem 
to the UN Security Council? 


[(Nkwain)] We have already reported the incidents to 
the Security Council. They must have these facts and 
know that something is going on here that we cannot 
understand. [end recording] 


Cape Verde 


Cape Verde: President Monteiro on Elections, 
Other Issues 


LD1802232696 Paris Radio France International 
in French 2130 GMT 18 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The current affairs slot of this 
bulletin is dedicated to the elections in Cape Verde. Our 
guest is the incumbent president, who is also the single 
candidate in this Sunday’s elections. The first question 
Diane Galliot, our special correspondent in Praia, put to 
Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro is the following: Why 
did your campaign revolve mainly around the economy? 


[Begin recording] (Monteiro, in French] Because it 
is Cape Verde’s greatest challenge. As you know, 
our country is a poor country, a country badly hit 
by drought, and a country that relies on international 
cooperation. We are going to do our utmost to maintain 
and enhance the friendly relations based on cooperation 
we have with our development partners, and we are 
also going to work toward regional integration, which 
we believe to be essential for the future of Cape Verde 
and the sub-region. We are also going to carry on with 
actions already underway, such as privatization, national 
and foreign private investment, and the development of 
sectors such as fisheries and even agriculture. At an 
economic level, the priority is to intensify efforts made 
so far. 


[Galliot] Is it not an impossible challenge to curb 
unemployment and stem demographic growth? Is there 
a panacea? 


(Monteiro] No, there is no panacea, but I think it is 
possible to fight unemployment in an efficient manner, 
and I believe that demographic growth is declining. We 
are going through a new phase, a significant reduction 
in the birth rate can be observed, and I think that, thanks 
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to [word indistinct] we have managed to attract foreign 
investors, and we can curb unemployment. 


(Galliot) Powerful authorities are one of the prereg- 
uisites to fight such obstacles. However, | know you 
found it quite difficult during your previous mandate to 
achieve balance between the parliament, the prime mun- 
ister, and yourself. Is all this going to change? Does 11 
seem to you that people's attitude on this has changed’ 


{Monteiro] Yes, things have changed. There is a gov- 
ernment that governs, and whose mandate it is to gov- 
ern. There is a parliament whose remit is stated in the 
Constitution. There is a president, who has his own at- 
tributions, however limited they may be, and who can 
play his part. I believe that [words indistinct] we will 
be able to give the country the tranquillity and stability 
it needs. 


[Galliot] Is it going to be necessary to review the 
Constitution? 


{Monteiro} I think that the Consutution will be reviewed 
— how, we do not know yet: There will be a debate. But 
it will be possible to review it in 1997, and I think this 
will be an opportunity for us to examine those aspects 
that need changing and reviewing. [end recording] 


Equatorial Guinea 


Equatorial Guinea: Official Reacts To Order To 
Close Down Party Offices 


AB1502185796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} With only 10 days to go be- 
fore presidential elections in Equatorial Guinea, there's 
apparently more pressure on the opposition. Last week, 
the main opposition candidate, Gabrie! Amancio Nee, 
withdrew from the race. Now, the offices of his party, 
the Convergence for Social Democr2.y, are being closed 
down by the authorities. On the line to Malabo, Alice 
Martin asked party spokesman Carlos Ona what had 
happened: 


[Begin recording] [Ona] Because we do not accept to 
go to the election because of the rules of the game, 
this morning we received a statement from the state 
security office telling us to close our office. That's all. 
We do not know why. It’s against the rules because to 
close a political party office, the party should not go 
to a consecutive election twice, but we went to local 
elections but because of the political climate, we don’t 
accept to go to these elections, so that’s why they want 
to close our office. 
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[Martin] When they say close the office, are they 
actually banning the party or do they just say you have 
to close down your headquarters? 


[Ona] We've got to close down our headquarters only. 
That’s the only information we have. They are just 
waiting. At any time police can come over here and 
close our office. 


[Martin] Now, as you mentioned, ‘he presidential elec- 
tions are next week and your party had a candidate — 
Gabriel Amancio Nze — who was going to contend in 
the elections, wasn’t he? 


[Ona] He has been eliminated because, you know, in 
the last local elections, we went to elections with the 
name POC and this was the cause of our victory so the 
government — because of little problems, we've got 
two parties of this coalition, we got out of the coalition 
— the government doesn’t want us to use this name. 
So we didn’t accept to change the name, that’s why our 
candidate has been eliminated. 


{Martin} And why did you want to keep that name? 
Could you not have run with a different name? 


[Ona] Because this name is known by the people. You 
know we are in a country with a lot of illiteracy; people 
look at symbols and names. So this name is known 
by everybody, so if you change it, in two weeks’ time 
people don’t have to tend to integrate the new name. 
[sentence as heard] 


[Martin] What does POC really mean? 


[Ona] In Spanish, it means Plata Forma de Oposicion 
Conjunta. That means the platform of joint opposition. 


{Martin} And does POC have a meaning locally or is it 
just that the sound of it was very familiar? 


[Ona] Yes, it’s a name known by everybody, children, 
old people.... [Ona pauses) it’s popular. When you say 
POC, that means against the dictatorship, and we had 
a symbol too, the eye. For the people, that means the 
eye that sees everything here: What the government is 
doing. Well, they want us to change the name of the 
symbol and we do not accept. 


[Martin] What action are you going to take now? Will 
you call for a boycott of the elections? 


[Ona] We're just thinking about it but we'll wait for 
two or three days more and see what’s going on. [end 
recording] 
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Gabon 


Gabon: WHO Confirms Outbreak of Ebola Fever 
in West 


LD1902204096 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 18 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Gabon, 13 people died — 
as you no doubt know — 13 villagers living in an 
isolated region in the west of the cour.try died last week 
in the epidemic of haemorrhagic fever. All of them 
are reported to have been contaminated after eating a 
dead chimpanzee found in the forest. From Geneva, 
Switzerland, on Friday [16 February], the World Health 
Organization, the WHO, formally confirmed the cause 
of these deaths. WHO spokesman Richard Leclerc was 
contacted by telephone by Georges Abou: | 


[Begin recording] (Leclerc) The diagnosis has been 
confirmed. It is indeed Ebola haemorrhagic fever that 
is raging in Gabon. 


[Abou] What indications permit you to claim this? 


[Leclerc] We have carried out laboratory tests in Gabon 
and also at the Pasteur Institute, and all of the nine 
survivors out of the group of 19 who originally went 
to hospital tested positive. All of those who fell ill had 
direct contact with the blood of a dead chimpanzee. 
We do not know to what extent — whether they ate it 
or what — but we do know that they prepared it for 
eating and that the 19 original cases were all people 
who belonged to this group. 


[Abou] So, what was the method of transmission? 


(Leclerc] There really has to be direct contact with 
the blood, secretions, or blood-filled organic liquids 
from a contaminated person, or possibly a contaminated 
monkey. [end recording] 


That was WHO spokesman Richard Leclerc. On the spot 
in Gabon the health minister has spoken about the cases 
of haemorrhagic fever, without making any reference to 
the Ebola virus. The Libreville authorities have warned 
the population to beware of wild animals. whether dead 
or sick. Let me remind you that last year the Ebola virus 
killed nearly 250 people in Zaire. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-035 


4 CENTRAL AFRICA 21 February 1996 
Zaire places like markets at busy times or in the middle of 
the city center." 
Zaire: Documen‘ Claims Transport Sector Planned a . esieeeant 
Catastrophes Apart from the acceleration given to the privatization 


BR2002161496 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
19 Feb 96 pS 


(Report by Colette Braeckman: "Zaire: Did People Plan 
the Policy of Adopting the Worst I ine to Attain Their 
Fnds? — Manipulation or Reality?") 


(FBIS Translated Text) A truly strange document is 
currently circulating in Zaitian circles abroad and has 
even been found on the Internet: The minutes of a 
meeting said to have taken place on 13 December 
1995 in the Sheraton Hotel of Kampala, chaired by 
Zairian Transport Minister Thambwe Mwamba, in the 
presence of other "important Zairian businessmen.” The 
participants, ardent supporters of the privatization of 
public enterprises, and particularly of the transport 
sector, are said to have hatched a Machiavellian plan, 
seeking to influence peoples’ minds and prepare them 
for radical decisions. 


This plan is reported to consist, neither more nor less, 
of "creating many spectacular accidents with innumer- 
able injured and dead, striking the public’s imagination 
to cause a real shock. In this conjuncture of social, po- 
litical, and economic decay, the event must appear plau- 
sible," the minutes continue, specifying that following 
these accidents, "the top person responsible for trans- 
port policy in the government should attack the event 
and propose radical restructuring in the transport sector. 
International opinion, also shocked by these accidents, 
would relay these attacks and judge these accidents to 
be inadmissible in a modern and organized country, by 
this fact supporting the directions followed." 


The plan also says that these accidents “must take place 
during the day, with a maintained frequency in public 


program, the other “advantage” of these catastrophes 
would be to "bring the president of the republic back 
into the capital" so that he “is united there with the 


people." 


What is to be thought of this document, which is 
believed to be real by Zairian personalities who gave 
it to us? Firstly u at the announced catastrophes have 
actually taken place: A boat has capsized on the river, a 
bus has fallen into a ravine, a Zairian plane has crashed 
in Angola, and above all the crash of a plane onto 
the Ndolo market caused more than 300 deaths and 
hundreds of injured in the heart of Kinshasa. These 
accidents have indeed demonstrated the urgent necessity 
of a restoration of order in the transport field, to which 
Mwamba has formally committed himself, starting by 
provisionally closing Ndolo airport. 


But what is also certain is that the document started 
to circulate after the accidents in question: Therefore it 
is very possible that it was fabricated after the event 
to embarrass the prime minister's party. Indeed Kengo 
wa Dondo is still very controversial, not only in the 
USORAL [Sacred Union of the Radical Opposition 
and Allies} (which supports Tshisekedi), but also in 
the entourage of President Mobutu, where people are 
distrustful of the privatization of state enterprises, which 
would put these enterprises out of the reach of the 
normal predation and undeserved privileges. Therefore, 
the manipulation could have been inspired by very 
diverse groups and it is significant to observe that such 
a document is already able to circulate throughout the 
entire world thanks to the information superhighways.... 
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South Africa: Newspaper Uncovers ‘Unlawful’ 
Tapping by Intelligence Units 


MB2102124496 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
21 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Chris Steyn] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Thousands of internaticnal as 
well as local telephone calls and fax communications 
are being intercepted — many unlawfully and unconsti- 
tutionally — by the South African intelligence commu- 
nity from a top secret facility. 


This is according to information made available to the 
Investigative Unit of Independent Newspapers, the sub- 
stance of which was subsequently confirmed unofficially 
by intelligence officials. 


According to legal experts of the firm Cliffe Dekker 
& Todd, the intelligence facility’s operational methods, 
particularly random interception and recording of com- 
munications, amount io an infringement of the consti- 
tutional rights of South Africans. 


Claims are made that this is being done to thwart cross- 
border criminals and help the SAPS [South African 
Police Service]. 


In a written opinion, the legal experts stated: "The 
random interception of telephone communications or 
telefaxes is a practice which exceeds the limitations 
authorised by the legislature. As such, the practice 
is unlawful and illegal. What is more, the practice 
is an infringement of the individual's constitutionally 
recognised right to privacy." 


The Investigative Unit of Independent Newspapers has 
uncovered what it believes to be the mechanics, systems 
and procectures followed by the intelligence services 
when intercepting telephone calls. 


At the insistence of Eben Snyman of the State Attor- 
ney’s office, who is acting on behalf of the National 
Intelligence Agency [NIA], THE STAR has agreed not 
to disclose this detail. 


THE STAR has agreed to withhold this disclosure in 
the face of a court interdict threatened on behalf of 
the NIA, which alleges that any such disclosure would 
be tantamount to an unlawful disclosure of information 
protected by the Protection of Information Act. 


The South African intelligence surveillance unit is 
believed to be the most sophisticated listening facility in 
the world after those of the Americans and the British, 
the latter aimed at monitoring Irish Republican Army 
and paramilitary organisations. 


Although the exact location of the facility is known to 
THE STAR, it will not be disclosed in the interests of 
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State security. A formal request from the investigative 
unit to be allowed access to the facility was met with 
an incredulous refusal by an intelligence official, who 
said: "It’s not a tour of Disneyland." 


According to the information supplied to THE STAR, 
the facility has been operating for about 10 years and is 
being consistenuy improved and updated. 


The system is believed to have been initially conceived 
and made to work by a world-class engineer and 
scientist. 


According to the legal experts consulted by THE STAR, 
the system and procedure used at the unit “is dearly 
in conflict with the limited authority envisaged by 
legislation”. 


The constitution specifically provides that every person 
shall have the right to his or her personal pfivacy. This 
includes the right not to be subjected to any violation 
of private communications. 


Circumstances can exist which justify limitations on 
the rights entrenched by the constitution, but only to 
the extent that such limitations are reasonable and 
justifiable, and do not negate the essential content of 
this right. 

The legislature has, however, recognised the need for 
a lawful curtailment of the general right to privacy 
under certain circumstances. It has also recognised the 
need to afford certain powers to the state’s security 
services which permit, [words indistinct], the tapping 
or interception of phone calls. 


The legislature has nevertheless seen fit to impose 
Strict constraints on the extent to which the country’s 
intelligence services might use the technical facilities 
available to them when iatercepting or tapping calls and 
thereby intruding upon the privacy of individuals. 


The Interception and Monitoring Prohibition Act No 
127 of 1992 prohibits any intentional monitoring or 
recording of a conversation except under the limited cir- 
cumstances provided for by the act. This act recognises 
and authorises certain exceptions, and sets out strict cir- 
cumstances under which a judge is authorised to give 
a direction permitting the interception of a telephone 
communication. 


The judge must be specifically designated by the min- 
ister of justice, the judge must be convinced on the 
grounds of a written application submitted to him that 
[words indistinct] has been or is being or will proba- 
bly be committed, and that the offence concerned is a 
serious offence which cannot be properly investigated 
in any other manner; or that the security of the coun- 
try is threatened or that the gathering of the information 
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concerning a threat to the security of the country is nec- 
essary. 


Any such direction issued by the judge may not be for 
a period exceeding three months at a time. 


South Africa: NIA Admits Using Communications 
Network To Spy on ‘Enemies’ 


MB2102130396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Intelligence 
Agency [NIA] says South Africa, like all other sophis- 
ticated democratic countries, makes use of technical 
methods to gather information. The agency was re- 
sponding in a statement to a newspaper report that 
the NIA had a high tech installation with which it 
intercepts thousands of national and international calls 
and faxes. 


The agency says South Africa uses the method only 
against those it regards as enemies of the state, and 
those who break the law and violate the constitution. 
The NIA had invited the newspaper to submit any proof 
of unlawful interceptions to the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee on Intelligence. 


Radio News approached NIA Spokesperson Willen 
Theron for comment. He admitted that the agency used 
technical equipment to gather information, and that this 
included the bugging of telephone conversations. He 
declined to comment when asked whether such practices 
violated the provisions made in the interim constitution 
which acknowledged the right to privacy. 


South Africa: Candidates Interviewed for 
Intelligence Services ‘Watchdog’ 


MB2002143496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1055 GMT 20 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 20 SAPA 
— Parliament's joint intelligence standing committee on 
Tuesday began interviewing five candidates for the post 
of intelligence inspector-general to serve as a watchdog 
over the country’s intelligence services. 


The committee’s choice would have to be approved by 
75 percent of parliamentarians in a joint session, before 
appointment by President Nelson Mandela, committee 
chairman Lindiwe Sisulu said. 


Cape Town attorney Selwyn Musikanth, who told 
the committee he had been “imbued with a spirit of 
Zionism" and had emigrated to Israel before returning 
to South Africa, was asked to give a guarantee that 
he would not be susceptible to overtures from Israel's 
intelligence agency. Committee member Linda Mti 
(ANC) said Mosad was one of the smallest intelligence 
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agencies in the world, but one of the most effective 
because it was able to recruit high level spies who 
shared the Zionism ideal. 


“Could you guarantee that getting the post ... you would 
not be amenable to recruitment?” he asked. Musikanth 
told the committee his experiences of guarantees was 
that a guarantee was usually a document which was put 
in writing, "and I could fot give you a guarantee’. 


"The only thing I could say is that I would do my 
best to fulfill the role without fear or favour,without 
bias or prejudice.” However, he did not believe he 
would ever find himself in such a situation. "Because of 
my professional independence, I can’t believe anybody 
would try and approach me along those lines, because 
I’m likely to react adversely (0 it. 


"I personally don’t believe — whatever you may 
perceive is possible — I don’t believe there really is that 
exposure. I jst don’t believe it.” Musikanth, who had 
served as a prosecutor in Rhodesia for some time, also 
denied ever having any links with domestic or foreign 
intelligence services. 


The candidates to be interviewed included advocates 
Lewis Skweyiya and Shezi Chonco and attorneys An- 
diswa Ndoni and Willem Willemse. Three others who 
were short-listed pulled out at the last minute. “They 
felt that the glare of the media among other things was 
too much for them,” Sisulu said. 


South Africa: Mandela Addresses Conference on 
Need for Investment 


MB2002174596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 20 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela has 
called on the private sector to seize the opportunities 
for bold investment initiatives to impact on employment 
and improve people's quality of life. 


Using a satellite link from Cape Town to address 
local and international investors in Johannesburg at 
the annual Frankel-Pollak Conference, Mr. Mandela 
said new foreign investment was critical in order to 
introduce new technoiogies and work practices. He 
said investment should flow in particular directions: 
into infrastructure, into sectors which earned foreign 
exchange, and into people. 


South Africa: Police Ordered To Secure Documents 
for Truth Commission 


MB2002183696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1747 GMT 20 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 20 SAPA 
— Commissioner George Fivaz has issued an internal 
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directive to his divisional commanders ordering them 
to secure all documents relevant to the Truth Com- 
mission’s probe into thousands of apartheid-era human 
rights abuses. 


The directive was made known by Safety and Security 
Minister Sydney Mufamadi at a press briefing on 
Tuesday, just days after the head of the commission’s 
investigative unit, Dumisa Ntsebeza, told SAPA he 
feared most of the files had already been destroyed. 


Speaking to reporters after a two-hour meeting between 
members of the commission and police management, 
Mufamadi also announced that serving or former police 
officers who volunteered to testify before the commis- 
sion would be given legal, spiritual and psychological 
assistance by his department. "A climate of confidence 
for those who are potential witnesses... needs to be cre- 
ated and any uncertainty about the commission which 
members may experience should be addressed," he said. 


Members of the SA [South Africa] Police Services’ 
chaplain, social work and psychological services would 
provide support in co-operation with non-governmental 
organisations. Although he had no way of knowing 
exactly how many policemen intended applying for 
amnesty or volunteering to testify before the commis- 
sion, no departmental steps such as suspension or disci- 
plinary measures would be taken against them. This also 
applied to members implicated by evidence presented to 
the commission. 


However, this was subject to the findings or possible 
recommendations made by the commission, or "special 
circumstances", which he did not define. His department 
would also endeavour to provide legal assist--~* to 
(words indistinct] officers would be available to | 'e 
impartial advice on the objectives of the commis) 
how it was structured and how it would opeia.. 
However, they were not authorised to give any advice 
on the merits of individual cases. 


Asked whether political parties or other organisations 
would be given access to internal police documents 
to help them prepare submissions to the commission, 
Mufamadi said: "If the documents exist, they will be 
given access to them.” Mufamadi said he had reas- 
sured commission chairman Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
his deputy Dr Alex Boraine and other commissioners 
present at the meeting of his department's willingness 
to co-operate fully with the commission’s investigations. 
Police members would be actively encouraged to assist 


the commission by providing all the relevant informa- 
tion at their disposal and to volunteer to give evidence. 


Mufamadi also had a word of warning for those 
members who attempted to "hide the truth". "If we have 
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members who want to live in the past then there is no 
reason why we cannot leave them there and proceed." 


South Africa: Finance Minister, Bank Governor 
Comment on Weaker Rand 


MB2002201096 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} On the markets, the rand de- 
clined for the fourth straight day against the dollar, but 
it s showing more convincing signs of stabilizing. With 
some central bank help, the unit was off its worst lev- 
els in late trade. However, it was still 4.5 cents weaker 
against Monday’s close. On the crosses, the local cur- 
rency was mixed. 


The rand initially softened on comments Finance Min- 
ister Chris Liebenberg made at the Frankel Pollak in- 
vestment conference. He said some things about inter- 
vention policies which did little to reassure the currency 
market. 


(Begin Liebenberg recording) We will not use the 
country’s foreign cxchange reserves to fight the market. 
At best, we will smooth the exchange rate. We will not 
target the exchange rate. [end recording] 


Liebenberg also said exchange control policies had not 
been affected by recent events. Speaking at the same 
conference, Reserve Bank Governor Chris Stals backed 
up the minister's comments about intervention. Stals 
added that the recent slide would have little impact on 
the timing of the next cut in interest rates. 


[Begin Stals recording] We need more time to get a 
good perspective on what happened in the last few days. 
The bank rate will certainly be influenced by continuing 
trends in bank credit extension, in the money supply, 
and I don’t think it’s going to be affected. this much. 
The fundamentals in the South African economy did 
not change. [end recording] 


South Africa: 3000 Mineworkers Stage 
Underground ‘Sit-in’ 


MB2102100996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2348 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 20 SAPA 
— About 3000 mineworkers staged an underground 
sit-in at shaft number two at the Amplats’ Rustenburg 
Platanum mine in the North-West, the National Union 
of Mineworkers [NUM] said in a statement on Tuesday. 


Workers demanded the refunding of the Provident Fund, 
compensation for all injured workers, and compensation 
for changing ownership of the mine from Johannesburg 
Consolidated Investments to the Anglo American Cor- 
poration "in fear of discontinuance of service". 
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In addition, they demanded the dismissal of a senior 
personne: officer they accused of racism. 


Workers were willing to end the sit-in if management 
agreed to negotiate the demands with the union and 
not take disciplinary steps against [words indistinct] 
was aimed at discrediting the union, adding that it was 
in union and company interest to resolve the crisis 
immediately. 


South Africa: Federation To Represent 
Government Employees Forms 


MB2102135296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1342 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Feb 21 SAPA — 
A federation of public-sector bodies claiming a com- 
bined membership of more than 250,000 was founded 
in Pretoria on Tuesday. 


The Federation of Organisations Representing Civil 
Employees (Force) said in a statement in Pretoria on 
Wednesday it would promote an equitable labour rela- 
tions dispensation for its members. “Orderly collective 
bargaining and consultation in the public service, the 
enhancement of labour relations and the promotion of 
the quality and efficiency of the public service are also 
priorities.” 

It said Public and Allied Workers’ Union of SA [South 
Africa] member Malcolm Domingo had been elected 
chairman and SA Nursing Association member Eileen 
Brannigan vice-chairman. Fvu.ce claims to represent 
more than 50 percent of employees represented by 
unions in the central chamber of the Public Service 
Bargaining Council. 


South Africa: Turmoil at Tertiary Schools Said 
Symptom of ‘Deeper Crisis’ 

MB2102074596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the Parlia- 
mentary Standing Committee on Education, Mr. Blade 
Nzimande, says the turmoil at some institutions is a re- 
flection of a deeper crisis in the entire higher education 
sector. Mr. Ndzimande was speaking to SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] Radio about the cur- 
rent crisis in tertiary institutions in South Africa. He 
says the Education Portfolio Committee is sympathetic 
to students. However, he says, the committee does not 
agree with the view that all students should be allowed 
to enroll at tertiary institutions despite their education 
records: 


(Begin Ndzimande recording} Most of the students have 
the potential to be in those institutions, but because 
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of poor education backgrounds, particularly tor black 
students, they then find it very difficult to actually enter. 
Rather, what we will have to look at in order to deal with 
this problem that is raised by students, is how do these 
institutions try and identify students with potential, and 
simply not just rely on the matriculation examination. 
[end recording] 


South Africa: Potgietersrus School Loses Second 
Bid To Keep Blacks Out 


MB2102135696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) An applicatic: ‘or le ve to 
appeal against a judgment allowing 22 0 «0k ¢aiidren 
to attend the Potgietersrus Primary Scho... been 
turned down in the Pretoria Supreme Court. Counsel 
for the school’s management board had also asked that 
the matter regarding the children and their admission 
to the school be referred to the Constitutional Court. 
This request has also been turned down by Mr. Justice 
Spoelstra. Mr. Vim Clengrove, counsel for the Northern 
Province, argued that the school had accepted as fact 
the judge’s findings that it had discriminated against 
the children on grounds of their race. A spokesperson 
for the Northern Province premier, Mr. Jack Mokobi, 
says the black pupils of Potgietersrus Primary Schooi 
will finally be admitted to the school tomorrow. Mr. 
Mokobi says Premier Ngoako Ramathlodi will also be 
at the school tomorrow morning around 8 o'clock. 


South Africa: Friction Reported Between ANC, 
RDP Program 


MB2002150796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1433 GMT 20 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] MAFIKENG Feb 20 SAPA — 
A weekend meeting of the African National ~ongress 
and its allies in Northwest expressed concern about 
friction between ANC structures and those of the 
reconstruction and development programme [RDP] in 
the province, the ANC said on Tuesday. 


The meeting in Potchefstroom brought together ANC 
MECs [member of the Executive Council] and MPLs 
[member of the Provincial Legislature], party officials 
and officials of the Congress of SA [South Africa] Trade 
Unions and SA Communist Party. The meeting decided 
that although the RDP had been the idea of the ANC, 
it was now a government campaign and belonged to 
all. The ANC should refrain from monopolising the 
Campaign but still play a leading role. 


The mecting found there was ignorance about the RDP 
and the Masakhane [mutual construction] campaign. It 
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recommended changes to the Public Service Commis- 
sion’s regulations to ennance transformation. Restruc- 
turing of parastatals should be done in a way that en- 
sured they continued to serve the government efficiently. 


South Africa: NP Refutes Mandela on ‘Misleading 
Public Statements’ 


MB2002183896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1752 GMT 20 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Feb 20 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela should check his facts 
before making misleading public statements about the 
racial composition of his deputy’s office, the National 
Party [NP] said on Tuesday. 


It was :vacting to remarks made by the president in 
Potchefstroom on Monday that his office was represen- 
tative of the "rainbow nation", while those of Deputy 
President F W de Klerk and NP ministers remained ex- 
actly the same as in the past. 


When de Klerk’s office had been established on May 
11, 1994 it comprised a total of 30 public servants, 
24 of whom were white, the NP said in a statement. 
"Since then, the composition of his office has changed 
significantly and now comprises 26 non-whites and 25 
whites.” Eleven of the new black appointments had been 
professional posts. 


It was de Klerk’s policy to make his office more rep- 
resentative of South Africa’s population and suitably 
qualified applicants from under-represented groups were 
accordingly given preference in appointments. "In ad- 
dition, his office has taken steps to train and develop 
non-white members of our personnel and to promote 
them to more responsible positions," the statement said. 
However, it was not policy to dispense with the services 
of qualified, competent and loyal personnel simply be- 
cause they happened to be white. 


South Africa: Truth Commissioner De Jager 
Resigns from Freedom Front 


MB2102113796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1106 GMT 21 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 21 SAPA 
— Truth and Reconciliation commissioner Chris de 
Jager has resigned from the Freedom Front [FF] aad 
the Volkstaat Council to protect himself from possible 
allegations of bias and conflicts of interest. 


De Jager told SAPA on Wednesday he had not come 
under any pressure to tender his resignation and had 
not consulted party leader Gen Constand Viljoen be- 
forehand. 
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He had also resigned as a member of the Human 
Rights Commission so that he could give his “undivided 
attention" to the Truth Commission. 


His resignation from the FF had been prompted by the 
belief that he should not be involved in party politics 
while serving on the commission. 


"If I was involved in a political party then it could be 
said that I favour a particular policy,” he said. 


South Africa: Mandela Praises Denmark for 
Support 

MB2002174396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1736 GMT 20 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 20 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela on Tuesday paid tribute 
to Denmark for its assistance to South Africans in 
the anti-apartheid struggle and for its contribution to 
reconstruction and development since the democratic 
elections. 


Speaking in honour of Queen Margrethe II of Denmark, 
who is on a week-long visit to South Africa, Mandela 
said Danes would always hold a special place in the 
hearts of South Africans "as champions of the oppressed 
who did not count the cost to themselves when they 
heeded the call for a world-wide offensive against 
apartheid”. 


"We shall not forget the generosity of Denmark, along 
with the other Scandinavian countries. You made avail- 
able abundant humanitarian aid without any conditions," 
he said. 


South Africa’s new constitution and institutions were as 
much a testament to Denmark's solidarity as the empty 
prison cells and deserted quarry of Robben Island. 
Mandela welcomed Denmark’s focus on promoting 
the development of business, including joint ventures, 
among those who were previously disadvantaged. He 
also expressed appreciation for Denmark’s decision to 
make Africa the principal destination of its aid. 


Applauding the change to democracy in South Africa, 
Queen Margrethe said Mandela had come to personify 
"the change to freedom of the South African nation". 


"In an age when human and political relations are all too 
often based on hate and mistrust, you have demonstrated 
what reconciliation and forgiveness can achieve." 
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South Africa: Nzo Receives Algerian Ambassador 
After Protest Over Meeting 


LD2002152196 Algiers Radio Algiers Network 
in French 1130 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Said Kitouni, Algerian ambas- 
sador in Pretoria, was received this morning by South 
African Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo. The ambassador 
expressed Algeria’s views to the South African Gov- 
ernment. Let me remind you that the Algerian foreign 
minister had issued a strong protest following the au- 
dience granted by Nelson Mandela four days to one of 
the leaders of the destabilization operation being waged 
against Algeria, and one of the sponsors of the terrorist 
crimes perpetrated against our people. 


In Pretoria this afternoon the Arab ambassadors accred- 
ited [to South Africa] will meet at the Jordanian em- 
bassy to discuss this matter. Most of the Arab ambas- 
sadors posted to Pretoria share the view of the Algerian 
ambassador, one of them told the press agencies. 


South African Press Review for 21 Feb 
MB2102123496 


[FBIS Report] 
THE STAR 


Hope Amid Despair — "Corruption and inefficiency 
among Officials, backed by complacency and incompe- 
tency of politicians, are the two great enemies of good 
government," states a page-18 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 21 February. But fortunately, 
there is neither complacency nor incompetency among 
the new Cabinet, which is "probably the best this coun- 
try has ever had." The signs are there, it seems, "they 
are determined to root out the crooks" because "crooked 
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Officials are being arrested, long-term scams are being 
uncovered, and when most of our leaders condemn cor- 
ruption and waste, their works are greeted not only with 
cynical scepticism, but with a degree of hope that they 
are sincere." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Some Civil Rights Need To Be Limited — Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 21 February states 
on a page-16 editorial: The Proposed right to admin- 
istrative justice is proving to be a complex issue. ‘It 
is easy to argue the proposed section 32 of the Bill 
of Rights should be unencumbered by any limitation." 
However, things could get out of hand and ‘citizens 
could be empowered to turn complaints about their tele- 
phone account, or poor service at a government office 
into a constitutional issue. Enforcing these rights could 
require a huge expansion of the state bureaucracy — 
a luxury that our developing economy would find dif- 
ficult to afford.” "Party Grandstanding" — The latest 
heated clashes between the ANC and NP constitutional 
negotiators over provincial power of is “largely driven 
by party interests.” says a second editorial on the same 
page. The National Party wants to make clear that its 
“vigorous opposition” to the ANC remains undimmed 
and its wishes to "demonstrate its newfound commit- 
ment to the cause of federalism." Despite this “party 
grandstanding,’ each side is equally committed to meet- 
ing the 8 May constitutional deadline. Unfortunately, 
this debate on the balance of power between the center 
and the regions has a “hollow rind while the IFP sits 
glowering on the sidelines." There are “dangers inher- 
ent” in assuming that IFP leader Buthelezi will “abide 
by a constitution in which his party has no input.” 
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Angola 
British Development Minister Arrives in Luanda 


MB1902150996 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] British Overseas Develop- 
ment Minister Lynda Chalker arrived in Luanda this 
morning and is scheduled to meet an Angolan Gov- 
ernment delegation led by Finance Minister Augusto 
da Silva Tomas this afternoon. Our correspondent Rosa 
Mangueira reports from [words indistinct] International 
Airport: 


Baroness Lynda Chalker expressed pleasure in reurning 
to Angola to fulfill another working program — ver- 
ifying the Lusaka Protocol’s implementation. Chalker 
added that the international community, particularly 
Great Britain, is still concerned about the slow pace 
of the peace process’ implementation in Angola. The 
British overseas development minister says her govern- 
ment has invested more than $40 million in the country 
since 1993, noting that Great Britain still intends to con- 
tinue cooperating with Angola. [passage omitted] 


Angola: UK’s Chalker ‘Impressed’ With Savimbi’s 
Remarks 


MB2102080696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 21 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] president received 
British Overseas Development Minister Lynda Chalker 
in Bailundo on 20 February. During the meeting Dr. 
Jonas Malheiro Savimbi reiterated UNITA’s commit- 
ment to the Lusaka Protocol. 


Her majesty’s minister told our correspondent at the end 
of the meeting that she was very impressed with the 
UNITA president’s remarks. Chalker said: I was happy 
with the meeting. We discussed issues that worried us, 
and I think you are committed to progress. 


Baroness Lynda Chalker acknowledged that there are a 
great many shortcomings in Angola, noting that peace 
was essential if the countless problems affecting the 
people were to be overcome. She said today, more 
than ever »efore, there is great hope for Angola, and 
this should facilitate Britain’s relief assistance to our 
country. Lynda Chalker, who, since her arrival in 
Angola, has been saying that British aid depends on 
peace, added that England’s aid will serve to reconstruct 
Angola. Britain has already given Angola about 40 
million pounds, about $60 million, in relief aid. 


Baroness Chalker visited an assembly area for UNITA 
soldiers in Vila Nova, describing conditions there as re- 
grettable. She said she would recommend the UN An- 
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gola Verification Mission-3 to improve living conditions 
at assembly areas, notably health facilities. 


While in the city of Bie [Kuito], Lynda Chalker toured a 
hospital operated by the Doctors Without Frontiers and 
viewed minesweeping operations. The British official 
was impressed by the role of the Joint Minesweeping 
Commission involving UN, government, and UNITA 
members. 


Angola: MPLA Official Comments on Central 
Committee Meeting 


MB1802200296 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Feb 96 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text) A few moments ago, the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] Cen- 
tral Committee adjourned its proceedings, which began 
at the Futungo de Belas Palace yesterday. They will re- 
sume on 19 February. At the end of tod y's session, 
MPLA Party Information Secretary Joao Lourenco de- 
nied reports that the ruling party Central Committee was 
divided. : 


{[Lourenco] "With an extended forum of about 180 
members, it is difficult always to have unanimity. All 
the same, the positions presented by the MPLA Party 
Political Bureau were endorsed by the overwhelming 
majority of our Central Committee members, and that is 
what is important. Clearly, there may be views different 
from those of the majority, but we do not consider that 
a division. We are not in any way divided. On the 
contrary, we are united." 


Joao Lourenco said the MPLA Central Committee 
is concerned with the country’s economic and social 
situation and will find ways to overcome the crisis. 


(Lourenco] "We concluded discussions on the country’s 
economic and social situation. A report was presented 
to the meeting and it was thoroughly debated. We 
concluded that the Political Bureau [words indistinct] 
examine the main problems facing our economy and 
affecting the lives of Angolans. I am referring to the 
high cost of living, high rate of inflation, and budget 
deficit, which seriously affect the common citizen. 
This recommendation will probably appear in the final 
document approved at the end of this Central Committee 
meeting.” 


Some progress was made at this Central Committee 
meeting. 


[Lourenco}] "A report was also presented on the func- 
tioning of the National Assembly. As you are aware, our 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


party, the MPLA, which is meeting today, is the ma- 
jority in the National Assembly, and as such it should 
concern itself with the functioning of its parliamontary 
group in this important organ of sovereignty." 


Joao Lourenco also spoke about the government's 
commitment to the peace process. 


[Lourenco] "The government is on the right path. The 
MPLA Central Committee encouraged the government 
to maintain the position it has been taking lately — that 
is to honor fully the undertakings made in Lusaka and 
during President Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ visit to the 
United States." 


Angola: Ruling Party’s Central Committee Session 
Ends in Luanda 


MB2102080896 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Central Committee of 
the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
[MPLA] ended its 10th ordinary session at dawn to- 
day. The meeting was called by MPLA Chairman Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos to deal with decisive party, state, 
and social issues, notably the country’s serious socioe- 
conomic conditions, the political and military situation, 
the peace process, national reconciliation, and the re- 
vamping of MPLA structures to adapt them to current 
political challenges. The Central Committee decided to 
hold the MPLA National Conference in 1996, preceding 
the fourth ordinary congress. 


The meeting also recommended that the government's 
delegation to the Joint Commission press ahead with 
the effective quartering, disarming, and incorporation 
of UNITA soldiers in the Angolan Armed Forces 
([FAA]. The Central Committee also recommended the 
government press UNITA to fully comply with the 
joint declaration on the free movement of people and 
goods throughout Angola, the reinstatement of state 
administration, and the release of prisoners of war, 
notably FAA soldiers UNITA arrested in Uige after the 
[1992] elections. 


On the socioeconomic situation, the Central Committee 
recommended the government create mechanisms to 
permit the correct implementation of the socioeconomic 
program and the 1996 State General Budget while 
ensuring creativity, discipline, and solutions to reverse 
the country’s socioeconomic situation. 


The Central Committee members ackiiowledged Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ role, and encouraged him 
to firmly continue with the implementation of socioeco- 
nomic reforms to overcome the crisis and improve the 
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living conditions of the people, as well as the peace 
process and national reconciliation. 


Angola: UNITA General Staff, Unavem Team Meet 
in Bailundo 


MB1802155696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) A high-ranking delegation from 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] General Staff and a delegation led by 
General Valery Sibanda, commander of the UN Angola 
Verification Mission-3 [Unavem-3], met in Bailundo 
yesterday. They discussed issues connected with the 
troop confinement. The meeting adopted important 
measures on the problems of disarmed troops and 
collective weapons, and it defined measures to be 
used in the next phase of confinement. The parties 
agreed to establish joint teams — Unavem-3, UNITA, 
government, and observers — to monitor and confirm 
conditions required for confinement. This would avoid 
past problems. The return of the Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] to the nearest barracks and the repatriation of 
mercenaries were also discussed at the meeting. 


Angola: UNITA Leader Savimbi Interviewed in 
Bailundo 


MB2102072396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0530 GMT 21 Feb 96 


{From the "Network Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The British minister for over- 
seas development, Baroness Chalker, has become the 
latest in a line of high ranking foreign dignitaries to 
visit the UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] leader, Jonas Savimbi, in his strong- 
hold at Bailundo. The aim is to try and speed up the 
UN-sponsored demobilization of his former rebel fight- 
ers. Our reporter Chris Simpson traveled with the British 
minister, and in Bailundo, he asked Jonas Savimbi about 
reports that he wouldn’t move ahead with the demobi- 
lization program unless he got some more concessions 
from the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola] government. 


[Begin recording) [Savimbi] I never said so. I said what 
we need is to give that signal that we have done now, 
and we are ready to continue. But we want also the 
government to show us that it is acting in good faith. So, 
now people are saying that from UNITA we want action, 
no longer the words, and also we want government 
action. 


[Simpson] The government was saying President Dos 
Santos’ speech on Friday [16 February] made it very 
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clear UNITA’s future political accommodation depends 
on you demilitarizing first. You don’t see it that way. 


{Savimbi] I think if we say one first, one second, we 
take too long. Then I think it was necessary to give that 
signal of quartering and we are to continue with it. It 
is important also from the government’s side to start to 
open up their regime, because if not, there will be no 
enthusiasm to continue the operations. Ours are more 
delicate, theirs it is a question of political courage. 


[Simpson] One thing they have asked repeatedly is for 
you to come to Luanda. I know you say you don’t have 
the invitation in an acceptable format. Would that not 
happening be an enormous boost to the peace process? 


[Savimbi] I think it is. Yesterday I had here a delegation 
from the government, and I put the question to them: 
When do they want me? They have to tell me, then I 
will go. 


[Simpson] You are sure about that? 


[Savimbi] Oh, yes. I cannot make politics from 
Bailundo. 


[Simpson] Are you concerned that the government may 
lose patience? Some of the statements made recently 
have suggested that they are only going to up with 
delays for a period. Are you wary about the government 
returning to war? 


[Savimbi] No. I hope that (?as responsible) people we 
are not going to return to war. (7We ought to) try to 
bargain. We are (?praying) for a peaceful role. Let us 
have a [words indistinct] for peace. Then we go on 
doing all we have to do in the peace process. It is more 
important. [end recording] 


Angola: Savimbi To Return to Luanda Pending 
Government Invitation 


MB2102072096 London BBC World Service 
in English 0530 GMT 21 Feb 96 


[From the "African News" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the opposition 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] movement in Angola, Jonas Savimbi, says he 
is to return to the capital, Luanda, after an absence of 
almost three years. Mr. Savimbi was speaking at his 
headquarters in the central town of Bailundo after meet- 
ing Britain’s minister for overseas aid, Baroness Lynda 
Chalker. Mr. Savimbi said all he was waiting for was an 
Official invitation from the government. However, Mr. 
Savimbi repeated calls for a transition government of 
national unity, a demand emphatically rejected by An- 
gola’s president, Jose Eduardo dos Santos. Mr. Savimbi 
also pledged to continue the delayed process of demobi- 
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lizing UNITA soldiers, but he said the government also 
needed to show it was acting in good faith. 


Angola: Former POW’s Reportedly Reassigned to 
FAA Military Units 


MB2102085196 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 21 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] Reports from Cuanza Sul 
Province say that 24 Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] 
prisoners of war [POW'’s] freed bv the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] on 24 
January have rejoined military units. The reports say the 
units have been intimidating civilians and plundering 
their property in UNITA-administered areas. 


Other reports say 700 FAA soldiers have been assigned 
to the riot police. A total of 4,000 FAA soldiers, posing 
as Civilians, have been deployed in (Ote), (Chandondo), 
and Conde areas. The soldiers were withdrawn from 
Waku Kungo and Sumbe and are now involved in 
suspicious movements. Nevertheless, UNITA officials 
in Cuanza Sul have reiterated the party’s commitment 
to the peace accord. 


Botswana 


Botswana: Effort To Clear ‘Deadwood’ From Civil 
Service Begins 


MB2002135696 Gaborone MMEGI in Engkish 
19-25 Jan 96 pl | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The axe has finally landed on 
civil servants who have been declared deadwood. 


By Wednesday [17 January] at least 10 senior civil ser- 
vants were reported to have been issued with letters in- 
forming them about government's decision to terminate 
their service. According to sources, the officers have 
been given three months to pack up. 


At least two of those affected are permanent secretaries. 
The two are Meshack Mokoma of Foreign Affairs 
and Otsogile Pitso who is permanent secretary in the 
Ministry of Local Government Lands and Housing 
(MLGLH). Before he moved to Foreign Affairs Mokone 
was PS [principal secretary] at local Government. 


He moved there after the IPM book supply debacle 
resulted in some heads rolling at that ministry. 
)k over as PS from Pelonomi Venson following 
swana Housing Corporation (BHC) scandal in 


Other senior public officers who are getting the sack 
are Pontius Mokgosana at Ministry of Finance and De- 
velopment Planning; Bathusi Dintwe, an undersecretary 
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at MLGLH; Joachim Hulela, also an undersecretary at 
Transport, Works and Communications. The others are 
Coleman Sechele of the Department of Customs, Basia- 
mang Garebakwena who heads Botswana National Li- 
brary Service, Clifford Ngope — a district officer in the 
Central district, Valentine Phumaphi — general man- 
ager of Central Transport Organisation (CTC) and Pedi 
Masimega who is undersecretary at Labour and Home 
Affairs. 


Sources say the list is likely to be longer. Apparently the 
Permanent Secretaries submit lists of names of people in 
their departments who they consider to be ineffective. 
The sources say this weeding out process is to affect 
Officers at all levels of the civil service. 


Recently, a (word indistinct) addressing the question 
of ‘deadwood’, circulated among permanent secretaries 
by the Director of Public Service Management, Keetla 
Masogo, stated that non performance of senior officers 
was not only "an impediment to the progress of younger 
brighter officer" but also "contribute to the general 
deterioration of performance levels." 


Speaking in a Radio Botswnaa interview recently, 
Legwaila said the label "deadwood" had nothing to 
do with age. He said it applied to anyone who was 
not productive in the civil service whether young or 
old. He had earlier told a Botswana Civil Service 
Association conference in Machudi that he was troubled 
by supervisors who did not objectively appraise their 
subordinates. Legwaila said because of failure to do so 
"it is difficult to take action against some serving officers 
who are virtually deadwood". 


When we contacted the Acting Permanent Secretary 
to the President, Phillip Matsetse, for confirmation he 
referred us to DPSM. The director there, Masogo, was 


reportedly busy. 


Madagascor 
Madagascar: French Cooperation Minister Visits, 
Aid Accords Signed 


EA1602204596 Antananarivo Radio Nationale 
Malagasy Network in French 1800 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Jacques Godfrain, the French 
minister of cooperation is in our country since this 
morning. He was received by the president of the 
Republic, Albert Zafy, at Ambohitsorohitra Palace this 
afternoon. This meeting, which was held behind closed 
doors, is believed to have focused on the problem of 
security in Madagascar, the great island. The two also 
discussed other issues. 


Minister Godfrain and the head of state discussed 
the talks between Madagascar and the two Bretton 
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Woods institutions. They also discussed the suspension 
of the French development assistance fund's aid to 
Madagascar. In fact, the great island has not been able to 
settle its debts with the French development assistance 
fund, so the French authorities have decided to suspend 
aid. [passage omitted] 


Meawhile, Minister Jacques Godfrain and Malagasy 
Foreign Minister Jacques Sylla signed a 14-million- 
French-franc financial agreement toward the building of 
sports facilities. [passage omitted] 


A second agreement signed at the Foreign Ministry this 
afternoon concerns support for Malagasy agricultural 
exports. The Fr10-million agreement was signed with 
the French Cooperation Aid Fund. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: Chissano Rules Out Dismissal of 
Cabinet Members 


MBI1702165496 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] President Joaquim Chissano 
says he will not dismiss any member of his cabinet, 
noting that he is happy with its performance. He 
admitted, however, quote, there could be things wrong 
with the cabinet’s activities. Such issues often stem from 
the process of adapting to new assigned tasks, and the 
smoothing of rough edges takes time, unquote. 


Mozambique: Minister Mazula Discusses Defense 
Issues 


MB1902103196 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
11 Feb 96 pp 16, 17 


[Interview with Defense Minister Aguiar Mazula by 
Jorge Matine and Bento Baloi; place and date not given] 


(FBIS Translated Text) [DOMINGO] Minister, our first 
question is whether the Mozambique Defense Armed 
Forces [FADM] should play a role in the fight against 
the "chimwenje" [little lights). Political parties and 
society in general differ on the matter. What is your 
position? Should the FADM intervene or not? 


(Mazula}] Perhaps we should start from the FADM’s 
constitutional mandate. The Constitution says it is up to 
the Ministry of Defense’s military structures to uphold 
sovereignty, independence, territoriai integrity, and to 
protect citizens from foreign aggression. As we see it, 
the need for the Armed Forces to intervene is a always 
a delicate issue, because of the consequences. Military 
intervention involves survival and the taking of lives. It 
is not the Armed Forces’ role to arrest, but to destroy 
in defense of the fatherland. 
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We therefore believe it is wrong for the Armed Forces 
to intervene, because we have clearly defined tasks. In 
the past, when there was confusion between the Armed 
Forces and those who waged the struggle for national 
liberation, the Armed Forces were responsible for guard- 
ing the border, ensuring national unity, and defending 
Citizens in specific areas. As the state apparatus grew, 
and the police and other security agencies were estab- 
lished, there was a need to define areas for which the 
Armed Forces were responsible. 


As for the opinion of politicians, I think one must be 
wary of it, because it could polarize the Armed Forces. 
It is absurd for a specific party to refer to the bipartisan 
nature of the Armed Forces just because they include 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance) guerrillas 
and government soldiers. We have been striving for a 
single, nonpartisan army in line with the Constitution 
and with the General Peace Accord [AGP]. It is, 
therefore, absurd for a political leader to say that we 
must establish a conimission of inquiry into the Dombe 
affair, and to ensure peace on national Highway 1 
merely because we ave soldiers from both government 
and Renamo. 


[DOMINGO] As society sees it, the formation of the 
FADM came to a halt once the AGP was implemented. 
Are we waiting for the approval of a National Defense 
Policy? 


{Mazula] I do not know whether we should speak of 
formation or incorporation of new recruits, because 
in the Armed Forces we bring in new members as a 
matter of routine. In view of the peace process, we 
have not incorporated new members. The Compulsory 
Military Service (SMO) law must be approved as soon 
as possible. 


Actually, we are worried because there are politicians 
who talk about the polarization of the army. As new 
recruits are enrolled, we will gradually create a single, 
u:.ited, nonpartisan army. But the Armed Forces con- 
tinue to train. Regardless of what some political parties 
Say, some training Centers are based on the various ori- 
gins of their members. We have been making a con- 
certed effort to first bring people into a single army and 
to deal with their shortcomings, and then train them. It 
is not only military training — we are training battal- 
ions because there are soldiers who did not have an idea 
of what basic unit activities were all about — but also 
academic training. It is a continual process that we have 
in the Armed Forces. 


[DOMINGO] Some claim that the main reason the 
Armed Forces do not act against the "chimwenje" is 
precisely they are not capable of doing so. It has been 
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said that the police are better equipped and morc capable 
than the FADM. What is your view? 


[Mazula] | think that is an attempt to deprive us of the 
cool heads we need to fulfill our constitutional mandate. 
Regarding the "chimwenje," we think it is a question of 
a public disorder. The "chimwenje" are known. You 
will recall that in 1993, the Cease-Fire Commission 
reported 1,000 armed men moving to the Gorongosa 
region, and then the movement of men to other areas 
south of Guro. There was also a report that those 1,000 
men were heading to Dombe. There is evidence about 
their links to specific citizens. As we see it, it is a matter 
of disturbing public order. It is up to the police to restore 
order. The Armed Forces should intervene only as a last 
resort and under specific conditions. 


{WYOMINGO] Should those conditions arise, are the 
FADM’s 12,000 men capable of taking action at any 
moment? 


([Mazula] We do not believe that there are a great many 
“chimwenje." We can only take action if they threaten 
Our territorial integrity. In any case, we would require 
orders from above before taking action. According to 
the Constitution, a decision to wage war is made by the 
head of state after consulting the National Defense and 
Security Council. Military intervention is a sovereign 
decision. I think some politicians show ignorance when 
they confuse military intervention and their guerrilla 
warfare experience. The Armed Forces’ role is sacred! 


[DOMINGO] The very origin of the Armed Forces’ 
members probably favors this type of political interven- 
tion by the army.... 


{Mazula] The Armed Forces know what is going on, 
and they, in view of the effort within FADM, are 
aware that their role has specific parameters. We — 
and I in particular — have been under pressure. People 
say that former government army officers have been 
demobilized and registered, and we know where to find 
them. Yet, no one knows the whereabouts of former 
Renamo officers like Issufo Momade and Mario Frank. 
As a government — and here we have clear guidelines 
from the commander in chief — we believe that Renamo 
demobilized its forces in good faith. We do not question 
Renamo, but it is not our responsibility to find out where 
those former generals are. Surely, they are somewhere 
contributing to national reconciliation. But citizens are 
adamant about the whereabouts of specific people. Yet 
I believe that factors such as trust and good faith 
in Renamo preclude people from thinking that army 
personnel drawn from that movement have ulterior 
motives. 
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[DOMINGO] Some time ago, we published a report 
reflecting disagreement between the minister of the 
interior and the FADM’s chief of staff, regarding 
responsibility for border protection. Interior Minister 
Manuel Antonio says the responsibility lies with the 
Armed Forces, while Chief of Staff Lagos Lidimo says 
it belongs to the police. Who is responsible for guarding 
the border? 


(Mazula] When the new government was sworn in, we 
were busy establishing the FADM, and our defense and 
security guidelines stemmed from the AGP. There were 
a great many gray areas in which we were unable to 
distinguish between the responsibilities of the Defense 
and Interior Ministries. Subsequently, we were told that 
the Interior Ministry was responsible for guarding the 
borders. This problem has been resolved, and we have 
since been operating accordingly. 


[DOMINGO] Another sensitive issue is the Armed 
Forces’ salaries. Has the civil servants’ salary hike been 
given to defense personnel? What is the situation right 
now? 


[(Mazula] Indeed, this is a very delicate situation, 
requiring us to be fair to all concerned. Earlier, the donor 
community suggested that there should be an salary hike 
to prevent what was then referred to as the "erosion in 
the civil service." Means were found to pay allowances 
to civil servants. The idea was to increase salaries for 
intermediate and senior civil servants. It was not clear 
then — probably due to a degree of ignorance — that 
the Armed Forces were part of the civil service. The 
Defense Ministry is a state or government agency, and 
career officers should be regarded as part of the state 
apparatus. Initially our officers were promised a raise, 
but afterwards the donor community, probably based on 
a simplistic or negative analysis of the Armed Forces’ 
role, backtracked and said it could not pay the raise for 
officers. The raise was canceled, and the government has 
been paying what was payable to civil servants when 
the allowances were in place. A number of officers who 
qualify for such allowances have been claiming them. I 
have personally addressed this issue in Nacala during 
a meeting with many officers, engineers, pilots, and 
others. The issue is still being analyzed, but so far I 
have no answer. 


[DOMINGO] As was pointed out, FADM forces are 
still in an embryonic phase. What resources does the 
government have to guarantee they will be able to 
prevent foreign aggression? Do they have significant 
operational capability? 


{Mazula} Our program this year is to bolster our Navy, 
Air Force, and Army. This process, however, must be 
more evident in the Air Force and Navy, which are very 
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expensive — and particularly in the Air Force, where 
we have many cadres. We also need to bolster our 
infantry in terms of men, infrastructure, and materiel. 
Now, the question you raise is very delicate. What | 
Can say is that any country, no matter how poor, pays 
particular attention to the Armed Forces because of the 
tear of attack. There is always concern about a country’s 
security, even when few resources are available. Thus, 
we count on our limited military equipment, even 
though some of it is obsolete and cannot be adapted 
to modern technology. All the same, we have kept 
equipment intact to protect against possible threats. 


The government feels the Armed Forces should have a 
certain operational capability. On the whole, the solution 
is simply to strengthen the FADM'’s capability. We had 
a guerril.a war in the country. For obvious reasons, we 
Cannot depend solely on means that are adequate for 
guerrilla warfare. So, the main concern is: What kind 
of equipment would do we need in either a guerrilla 
war or a conventional war? It is important, however, to 
note that we also operate in alliances. We can resolve 
the problem of war through alliances. The foreign affairs 
minister is a defense minister par excellence, because he 
promotes dialogue and diplomatic relations with other 
countries to prevent threats against our country. 


[DOMINGO] Our question is based on the observation 
that the Assembly of the Republic has given little atten- 
tion to allocating resources to defense. The Assembly's 
main concern was directed toward social sectors. What 
is your comment? 


[Mazula] There are deputies who say we are today 
at peace. The apartheid system in South Africa was 
eradicated. They mention a number of other factors that, 
taken together, should support the elimination of the 
Armed Forces. I believe that is the emotional feeling of 
citizens who have begun to experience peace. but who 
are perhaps somewhat ignorant of history. According 
to history, threats in the world are cyclical. They rise 
and fall. The best solution for countries in times of 
peace is to prepare their Armed Forces and provide it 
with a certain fighting capability, in terms of men and 
equipment. : 


Deputies should be able to understand that things can 
change at any moment. Unfortunately, our deputies did 
not pay much attention to defense issues. Our feeling is 
that there should be greater consensus on these issues in 
the Assembly, so that the Armed Forces can fulfill their 
tasks, as defined by the Constitution. The Armed Forces 
should not be an instrument in a political game. They 
are sacred and above party politics; they myst guarantee 
our citizens’ defense. 
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[DOMINGO] Since the elections, the FADM have not 
been deployed to remote areas in small units to be able 
to respond to enemy attacks. When will the FADM 
be deployed in areas like Cheringoma, Muanza, and 
Maringue? 


(Mazula] You are asking me a question about military 
Strategy, which is not part of my field. However, | 
should say that the military forces are divided into areas 
in accordance with strategic interests. It is not necessary 
for the Armed Forces to settle in former Renamo areas; 
they need to be conscious that when the need arises, 
they are able to reach in time any pa’: of the country 
deemed under threat. The fact of being in Dombe is not 
necessary, what matters is being able to reach any part 
of the country in time. 


[DOMINGO] In the past, mainly since the last years 
of war, there has been a certain degradation of military 
values in society. Will the new military statutes return 
these values, particularly through rigor in their presen- 
tation and behavior? 


(Mazula}] Our Armed Forces have norms of military 
discipline. In the past, the soldiers — particularly 
grassroots soldiers — had difficulty in understanding 
military norms. That is why we have been organizing 
seminars to find better methodology to overcome the 
problem. We believe we are moving forward in the 
process of creating a small army which is maturing in 
the tradition of respecting its norms and respecting the 
Civil society. 

[DOMINGO] How is the FADM regarding international 
cooperation with its partners? 


(Mazula] Well, some partners are more helpful than 
others, but due to financial reasons we have to have 
many partners. Thus, we are working with the British 
to train infantry soldiers in Nyanga, Zimbabwe, and with 
the Portuguese to form a military police force and train 
the Navy in Nacala and Catembe. On the institutional 
system and drafting of laws, we have been working 
with various countries, particularly through discussions 
with military attaches in Maputo. I have been | 
recently to reinforce military cooperation, and | 

which is our traditional partner. 


[DOMINGO] And concerning protection of the coast? 


(Mazula] We have the same duty to defend the coast 
as the inland territory. However, in this field we have 
been working with the Ministries of Transport and 
Communications and Agriculture and Fisheries. When 
there are international violations of maritime rules, the 
Transport and Communications Ministry intervenes and 
for violations of fisheries resources, the Agriculture and 
Fisheries Ministry acts in kind. 
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We are making efforts to protect the coast. To do this 
we need patrol ships which must be assisted by a fleet 
of Air Force planes. 


[DOMINGO] What is the FADM’s role in the consol- 
idation of security in southern Africa in particular, and 
the whole continent in general? 


(Mazula] Now a number of European countries believe 
that Europe’s intervention in other continents creates 
problems. There is a pressure for countries of the dif- 
ferent continents to create their own intervention forces 
to reestablish international peace and security. Regard- 
ing our region, several meetings were held in Harare in 
1995 to discuss the issue, but for the time being there 
is an international forum attended by southern Africa 
defense and security ministers. The aim is to try and or- 
ganize the armies in such a way as to guarantee peace 
in the region. 


In the past, our discussions centered in the Frontline 
countries’ aim which was to get rid of colonization and 
apartheid. With the problem of South Africa solved, 
the Frontline has fulfilled its mission. Some countries 
proposed its integration in the SADC [Southern African 
Development Community] and others suggested that it 
should be autonomous from the SADC, since it deals 
with security issues. In a recent meeting in Botswana, 
some countries suggested the creation of a military body 
linked to the SADC. 


In this context, Mozambique is open to cooperation with 
the region. The main problem here is methodology, and 
I believe that Mozambique should get involved only 
when we are organized and when we are able to have 
balanced dialogue with other countries of the region. 


[DOMINGO] A news media organ has reported that in 
the Defense Ministry there is a "crisis office” made up 
of former FAM [Mozambique Armed Forces] generals. 
Is this true? 


(Mazula] It has in fact been reported by certain news 
media that such an office was created to deal with 
disturbances. Since I came to the National Defense 
Ministry, I have not seen any "crisis office" in the 
ministry. It is possible that it existed, since 1993 was a 
year of insecurity both for the government and Renamo 
as no one knew the way the events would turn. The 
politicians worked hard and overcame mutual distrust. 
Certainly, I believe that at the time both the government 
and Renamo had their vigilance mechanisms. However, 
now we do not have any crisis organ in our ministry. 
What we have is a number of bodies such as the: 
Political and Defense National Directorate, Human 
Resources Directorate, and the Information Directorate. 
Anywhere in the world, defense ministries need to 
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be informed. We have this relaticnship between the 
Defense Ministry-Armed Forces and Defense Ministry- 
civil society, so we need an Information Directorate. 
We alse need to know what happens worldwide in the 
technical and military strategy field. 


So, within the framework of the ministry’s organiza- 
tion, we absorbed some Army officers of the former 
government that I believe are useful, since the Defense 
Ministry should not be made up of only civilians, we 
have to have people with military experience as well. 
We have, for instance, former Lieutenant General To- 
bias Dai who is now the ministry’s secretary general and 
Brigadier Macaringue who was the director of Nampula 
Military School and now heads the Political Directorate. 
He has studied political science and is now studying his- 
tory at the Eduardo Mondlane University. I have also 
Civil functionaries: the Human Resources director is a 
civilian and I have many department chiefs who have 
never been in the Army. 


Mozambique: Police Seize Renamo-Chimwenje 
Cor nunications Equipment 


MB2002122696 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Mozambican police have 
seized a communications radio from the former rebel 
movement, Renamo (Mozambique National Resis- 
tance], in the locality of Dombe in the central Province 
of Manica. The police claimed that the radio was 
used to coordinate activities of the armed Zimbabwean 
dissident group known as chimwenje [little lights] as 
well as for communications between Renamo menibers 
in Dombe and the party’s leadership in Maputo, and 
the former Renamo military headquarters «! Maringue, 
in Sofala Province. The police said the radio was 
hidden near the Renamo’s Dombe office. It has now 
been taken to the provincial capital, Chimoio. The 
police believe there is another Renamo radio hidden 
elsewhere in Dombe since it has often interfered with 
the police’s own radio frequency. 


Captured chimwenjes have confirmed that they were 
Closely linked with Renamo during the war of desta- 
bilization, and believed that in the event of a Renamo 
military or electoral victory they would be able to use 
Mozambique as a springboard for armed attacks into 
Zimbabwe. 
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Mozambique: Renamo Accused of Inciting Civil 
Disobedience in Zambezia 


MB1602171896 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
12 Feb 96 p4 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Renamo [Mozambique Na- 
tional Resistance] in Zambezia Province has been ac- 
cused of inciting civil disobedience in rural areas and of 
promoting other negative actions aimed at disturbing the 
government's socioeconomic programs in the region. 
Sousa Salvador Munhaua, acting Frelimo [Mozambique 
Liberation Front] first secretary in Zambezia, says such 
incidents occur frequently in tormer Renamo areas 
where Renamo rules until today. 


The ruling party official cited a recent case in Milange 
where Renamo is said to be charging taxes on market 
vendors, preventing the local authorities from doing so. 


Munhaua said that when warned against such practices 
by the Milange administrator, the Renamo members 
reacted by writing him a letter stating they do not 
obey orders from local Frelimo authorities, but Renamo 
regional or central authorities. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, Renamo’s political delegate in Zambezia, 
Assulai Salamo, denies all the accusations and describes 
them as "Frelimo’s ploy to denigrate Renamo, since it 
is doing nothing for the benefit of the population.” 


Without proof, he said, “to start with, Fielimo lost 
the elections in Zambezia, and if it won the [words 
indistinct] and Afonso Dhlakama, which, he noted, “if 
they were added, Renamo and its presidential candidate 
would have won the elections.” 


Commenting on the accusations, Sousa Munhaua said 
they are totally unfounded and invited Renamo to 
show such ballot boxes publicly. He added that this 
is “absurd,” since Renamo was represented at all the 
polling stations during the elections and international 
observers were also present and did not see these 
irregularities. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: Relations Between Frelimo, Renamo 
‘Good’ in Zambezia 


MB1602181096 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
1] Feb 96 p4 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt} Frelimo [Mozambique Lib- 
eration Front) in Zambezia Province says relations with 
Renamo (Mozambique National Resistance] are good, 
but Renamo says relations with the ruling party are sour. 


Rodolfo Ualela, Frelimo’s secretary for mobilization 
and propaganda, says, “our relations with Renamo at 
present are good." 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Ualela said, "it is people who do not understand things, 
but we are creating an atmosphere of understanding 
even On a person-to-person basis, in the principle that 
each party must carry out its political activities without 
any interference." 


However, Albano Carige Antonio, Renamo’s political 
adviser in Zambezia Province, says that his party is 
"functioning with many difficulties considering our 
adversari. s’ actions, mainly the Frelimo Party, but we 
are working toward achieving reconciliation.” [passage 
omitted] 


Frelimo’s Rodolfo Ualela said, "as a party we do not 
prevent Renamo from carrying out its party activities, 
however there has been interference from some people. 
In view of this, we have created conditions for dialogue 
to promote reconciliation.” 


Ualela also stated,"there are always small problems, 
but since Frelimo is a party with long experience, 
we know how to avoid situations which can lead to 
confrontation." 


In Zambezia, Renamo elected more deputies for the 
Assembly of the Republic than Frelimo, and it is due 
to this that Renamo’s political adviser says "almost 90 
percent of the population in the province are Renamo 
members." 


Albano Antonio said, however, that he does not know 
how many militants Frelimo has in this province of 
central Mozambique. [passage omitted] 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: Energy Minister—Kingdom Too 
Dependent on Mineral Exports 


MB1902145196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 19 Feb 96 p 10 


(Report by Banele Ginindza) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE — Swaziland and 
the region’s dependence on the export of unprocessed 
mineral commodities is cause for concern as it is a major 
disadvantage to economic growth. 


The practice leads to decline of trade and export earn- 
ings. This was said by Minister for Natural Resources 
and Energy Absalom Dlamini during the First Annual 
Investing in Africa Mining Conference Indaba '96 held 
in Cape Town, South Africa. 


He said the mining industry should be developed such 
that higher level mineral benefication, value adding pro- 
cessing and manufacturing industries are also estab- 
lished locally. 
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He said Swaziland has investment opportunities in 
mineral resources that include asbestos, cassiterite, coal, 
diamonds, gold iron ore and industrial minerals. 


The operations of mines in Swaziland remains in the 
private sector while the Swazi Nation receives a royalty 
as well as dividends on shares. He said Swaziland’s 
miniig industry in 1994 earned the Kingdom close to 
E100,000m [emalangeni] export revenue. 


He said to emphasise the important role mining plays 
in the economy, government is engaged in the devel- 
opment of mineral resources to increase employment. 
He said Swaziland’s mining operations are governed by 
comprehensive policy guidelines that ensure that the na- 
tion and the investor benefit from the mining venture. 
The Indaba °96 conference was attended by over 600 
delegates who represented international mining houses. 
Amongst important issues discussed were: 


— The availability of capital for African Mining 
Projects 


— International investors focus on mine development 
— Africa in the context of World Mining Market 


— Mining development spearheading growth in South- 
ern Africa, and 


— The old Africa and the new Africa. 


Swaziland: Trade Union Official Interviewed on 
Stayaway 


MB1902104796 London BBC World Service 
in English 0530 GMT 19 Feb 96 | 


[From the "Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Swaziland’s employers must 
be breathing a sigh of relief this morning as plans to 
resume the crippling pro-democracy strike today have 
been called off. On Friday [16 February], King Mswati 
made a speech promising to appoint a committee to 
test public opinion and re-introduce the constitution. But 
until the government agreed to keep troops away from a 
mass meeting of the unions in Manzini yesterday, there 
was no sign of the union softening their stance. Akwe 
Amosu asked Jabulani Nxumalu, assistant secretary 
general of the Swazi Federation of Trade Unions 
whether King Mswati’s promise of concessions had 
caused the union’s change of mind. 


(Begin recording) [Nxumalo} Our calling of the stay- 
away today has nothing to do with his speech. It was 
because of the situation at the table, the negotiations at 
the table, and the understanding by the church commu- 
nity of us finding an international mediator. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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[Amosu] Okay, so now, what else does this review 
commuission has to do to get the strike canceled totally? 


(Nxumalo] Well, they simply have to deliver what the 
people want. They simply have to produce what we 
want »ecause the problems on the [word indistinct] are 
so serious that we need an immediate answer. It is 
any government’s responsibility to be sensitive to its 
people’s feelings, unlike the type of government we are 
having. It has been shifting [words indistinct) ever since 
we started negotiations. 


{Amosu] I wonder why you are willing to give it 
the time of day if you are so skeptical about the 
government’s capacity to deliver anything that you 
would be happy with. 


(Nxumalo] Well, it would not be fair for us to judge 
them on past experiences, we still have to give them 
a chance. We may never know, this time around they 


may surprise us. 


{[Amosu] Now, we have been talking about your rela- 
tionship with the government, but I presume that the 
business community is enormously relieved about your 
decision not to go ahead with the resumption of the 
strike today. And what are your relations with the busi- 
ness community going to be like from now on? 


(Nxumalo] What we regret as a labor movement is that 
once we were dealing with government, the employers 
were the main victims, and of course, ourselves. But 
just now, we are putting our (word indistinct) full blast 
toward production. Any employer has the right and full 
right to administer his business, but, of course, it is 
a fact that there was no dispute between ourselves and 
the employers, they just got caught in the spiders’ webs. 
We appeal earnestly to employers not to take punitive 
measures against employees. 


[Amosu] But how can you expect employers to heed that 
call for leniency when you haven’t actually called the 
strike off indefinitely? You just called it off temporarily 
while you wait to see what the government does, I mean, 
from the employers’ point of view you may come back 
and hit them again. 


[Amosu] Well, because they are also active participants 
at the table, we will together move government toward 
settling the whole thing, because the key and answer lie 
with the government, the government must deliver the 
goods. [end recording] 
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Swaziland: Government Hires 100 Foreign Nurses 
To Break Boycott 


MB2102110696 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 21 Feb 96 pp 1, 32 


(Report by Musa Ndlangamandla) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MBABANE - About 100 
boycott busters are on their way to Swaziland to 
break the month long devastating work-to-rule action 
by nurses. 


Principal Secretary in the Ministry of Health Mr Almon 
Mbingo said the nursing volunteers will be flown in 
from overseas health organisations. 


Mr Mbingo said the exercise will cost government only 
a quarter of the monthly allowances that are collectively 
paid to nurses in the country. 


However, the Swaziland Nurses Association (SNA) 
expressed anger al the move by Mbingo saying they will 
resist the exercise through the International Council of 
Nurses (ICN). 


Secretary General Mrs Julia Ziyane said nurses will 
continue to work eight hours, until government pays 
them their overtime allowances, fully. 


She said the SNA is affiliated to the ICN a worldwide 
organisation which is based in Geneva, saying that ICN 
would never allow the action by Mbingo. 


In an interview with THE TIMES, Mr Mbingo said, in 
a desperate attempt to solve the crisis and save lives, 
the ministry contacted five international organisations, 
from both Africa and overseas countries. 


He said the volunteers will work until nurses decide to 
call off the work-to-rule boycott. 


Despite immense pressure by this newspaper for Mr 
Mbingo to reveal the identities of the organisations that 
have made the pledge, Mr Mbingo declined to give 
names. 


He said this was premature because ane were 
at a delicate stage and the exercise could be jeopardised 
by certain elements. 


However, Mr Mbingo promised to release full details 
when the volunteers arrive. 


The crisis in the country’s hospitals is a result of a 
resolution by nurses not to work overtime because they 
are allegedly not paid for it. 


In the month long bickering between nurses and the 
ministry, Mr Mbingo insisted that nurses were paid their 
allowances and were being dishonest when saying they 
have not. 
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In 24 hours, the nurses only work two shifts of eight 
hours each, leaving patients to die or writhe in pain 
unattended to. 


"One of the overseas organisations has said they v. ill fly 
in volunteer nurses at anytime now to help the situation. 
"We told them that for the first time in Swaziland nurses 
have gone on strike and people are abandoned for death 
and great pain in the hospitals . 

"Even the other organisations have responded posi- 
tively," Mr Mbingo said. 

Asked about the overall cost of the ambitious project, 
Mr Mbingo said it would cost government a little 
more than E200,000 [emalangeni]. He said government 
would have to pay subsistence allowances and cater for 
accommodation. 


"Government pays an average El million a month in 
allowances strictly to nurses (when we do not count 
other health workers). We will have to pay far little to 
the volunteers," he said. 


Asked whether the exercise will not fuel hostilities 
between the boycott busters and the local nurses Mr 
Mbingo said, "My son, what I am most concerned about 
are the innocent lives of people and taxpayers that are 
being lost everyday as a result of the boycott. 


"The ministry could not just fold its arms when people 
are dying and therefore, we have been forced to try all 
means possible to solve the crisis”. 


Meanwhile, Mrs Ziyane (secretary general of the SNA) 
said the exercise by Mbingo will only work to place the 
cash strapped government into unnecessary expenses. 


"I want to make it clear for all to know that nurses are 
not on strike, but have engaged in an exercise to press 
their demands for overtime pay. Nurses are more than 
willing to work overtime, but government has to pay 
fully, on time, all the time,” she said. 


Swaziland: Pipex Launches Country’s First Full 
Internet Service 


MB1902145096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 19 Feb 96 p 10 


(Report by Banele Ginindza] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) EZULWINI — PIPEX Internet 
Swaziland was launched here on Friday [16 February] to 
offer a full range of Internet connectivity and associated 
services to the corporate and home user markets. 


The launching ceremony, held at the Royal Swazi Sun’s 
Convention Centre Libandla Room, was attended by 
a cross section of Swaziland’s business community 
including the diplomatic corps. 
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Pipex Internet is a minority heid subsidiary of Pipex 
Internet Africa, the continent's largest service provider. 
Pipex Internet Swaziland is the brain child of two 
University of Swaziland lecturers, Graham Mathews and 
Eelco Vliezekolk. 


The venture started as e-mail and developed into a fully 
fledged internet operation that has global access and 
subscribers. 


Pipex Internet Swaziland presently based at the Swazi- 
land Business Growth Trust (SBGT) offices, has in- 
stalled a Web Server which stores and makes avail- 
able to internet users worldwide the multimedia "home 
pages" of the World Wide Web. 


Effectively, Swaziland users, including businesses, in- 
stitutions and people, will be able to present to the world 
their own account of themselves from a site maintained 
within a country. 


Web pages are being created by a team of designers 
spanning three continents, brought together by Pipex 
via the “global village" medium of the Internet. The 
software and the locally based staff they use comprises 
leading edge applications downloaded off the Net itself. 


Pipex Internet Swaziland will be a minority owned 
subsidiary of Pipex Internet Africa, in partnership with 
a local venture capital fund and private interests. The 
South African based parent, Pipex Internet Africa, was 
formed in January by Pipex South Africa’s acquisition 
of its competitor, Internet Africa. 


The deal made Pipex Internet Africa the continent's 
largest supplier of Internet services. 


Zambia 


Zambia: Trade Minister Resigns Over Differences 
With President 


MB1602180596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] With general elections coming 
up in Zambia [words indistinct] more cracks are ap- 
pearing in the government of President Chiluba. Ever 
since the MMD [Movement for Multiparty Democracy] 
came to power, there has been a series of defections and 
departures of ministers unhappy with Chiluba’s style of 
government. Now Dipak Patel, the minister of trade, has 
announced his resignation because of differences with 
President Chiluba, especially, it seems, over a new con- 
Stitution that has been causing a nationwide row. From 
Lusaka, Jowie Mwiinga faxed this report: 
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Mr. Dipak Patel said in a statement that he had resigned 
from both the Cabinet and the ruling party’s National 
Executive Committee because of differences over the 
manner a new Republican constitution is to be adopted. 
One camp in the government wants the constitution to 
be put before a national referendum, while President 
Chiluba and his inner circle of advisers insist that the 
constitution be adopted by Parliament, which, they say, 
is the only institution in power to effect constitutional 
reforms. The Chiluba view is largely unpopular and 
has led to human rights and civic groups ganging up 
with the opposition against the government’s intentions. 
They argue that Parliament, which has people [words 
indistinct) by members of the ruling MMD Party, is 
likely to design a constitution which serves partisan 
rather than national interests. But President Chiluba 
has refused to budge. Mr. Dipak Patel is one of an 
increasing number of members of the government who 
have parted ways with President Chiluba. Several other 
cabinet members, including former Vice President Levy 
Mwanawasa, and two legal affairs minister: are among 
those who have resigned. Most of the politicians who 
have resigned accused President Chiluba of intolerance 
and of turning a blind eye to corruption and drugs 
trafficking. 


Zambia: Chiluba Accepts Trade Minister’s 
Resignation 

MBI1702191596 Lusaka Zambia National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) President Chiluba has accepted 
the resignation of Mr. Dipak Patel from cabinet and the 
National Executive Committee of the MMD [Movement 
for Multiparty Democracy]. Mr. Chiluba also advised 
those contemplating to resign from the MMD to be bold 
and do so now. In a statement released in Lusaka today, 
the president said individuals must be encouraged to 
exercise their fundamental right of choice anc to act 
sensibly as their conscience dictates. Mr. Chiluba said 
government is [words indistinct] to uphold the principles 
of transparency and accountability, and those privileged 
to serve in [words indistinct) leadership wil! always be 
required conform with the norms. 


He said the debate on the constitution should not be 
[words indistinct) to divert government observance of 
another values. Mr. Chiluba pointed out that since the 
Mwanaktwa Report and the government white paper 
were released, Zambia has witnessed a healthy debate 
on the mode of adopting the proposed constitution. He 
reiterated that government is open to dialogue, and 
will continue to encourage consultations and public 
discussions in order to arrive at the broadest consensus. 
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Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Presidential Candidate Sithole 
Remanded Until 23 Apr 


MB17021446'6 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0848 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} HARARE Feb 17 SAPA 
-— Zimbabwean presidential candidate Reverend Nda- 
baningi Sithole was Saturday remanded by a magistrate 
until April 23 on charges of plotting to assassinate Pres- 
ident Robert Mugabe. 


The remand was in line with predictions that the 
government wanted to avoid the trial being seen as 
“political harassment" ahead of elections on March 16- 
17, but Sithole’s lawyer Tendai Biti said he would 
protest at the delay. 


Sithole faces charges of conspiring to murder Mugabe 
last August by blowing up his motorcade with a mine 
and of recruiting people to go for military training 
outside the country. Two of his alleged co-conspirators 
have already been convicted on lesser charges and jailed 
for 12 and 15 years. 


Sithole, 76, a veteran of the nationalist struggle against 
white- minority rule here, has been linked by the 
government to an armed dissident group based in 
Mozambique and known as chimwenje (Torch). 


He has denied the allegations and says the charges 
against him are a political plot to ruin his chances in 
the election. 


He is one of only two candidates challenging Mugabe, 
who has been in power since 1980. The other is Bishop 
Abel Muzorewa, the first black prime minister during 
the country’s transition to majority rule. 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe Addresses Election Rally on 
Land, Other Issues 


MB1702201996 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 17 Feb 96 — 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The first secretary and presi- 
dent of ZANU-PF (Zimbabwe African National Union 
- Patriotic Front), Comrade Robert Mugabe, says the 
decolonization process cannot be complete without the 
land issue being resolved. Comrade Mugabe said this 
when addressing a ZANU-PF presidential election cam- 
paign rally at (Nembudziye) Business Center in Gokwe 
North today. 


On schools, Comrade Mugabe said he will be meeting 
with the ministers of education to discuss the issue 
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of establishing more A-level and technical schools in 
Gokwe. 


Comrade Mugabe wound up his reelection campaign 
in the Midlands by urging people to give priority for 
the establishment of the informal sector as a means 
of reducing unemployment. He said he wanis to see a 
situation whereby informal sector products will end up 


being exported. 


Comrade Mugabe said that to facilitate such projects, 
the government has set aside $500 million [Zimbabwean 
dollars] to help the medium and small-scale business 


people. 


Zimbabwe: Vice President Nkomo Campaigns for 
Mugabe 

MB1802204296 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 

1800 GMT 18 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Vice President Dr. Joshua 
Nkomo has rounded up his election campaign rallies 
in Matabeleland North by addressing gatherings at Lu- 
pane and (Cholocho), where he urged the electorate to 
support President Mugabe in the forthcoming presiden- 
tial elections to ensure the prosperity of the nation. 


Dr. Nkomo, who addressed hundreds of people at 
Lupane cross point yesterday, said it is disheartening to 
note that 15 years after independence whites still own 
more land compared to the black majority. He said the 
land issue dates back to the colonial era, when settlers 
took over all the productive land, driving blacks to areas 
unsuitable for agricultural production. Dr. Nkomo said 
in this regard it is important that the electorate should 
rally behind President Robert Mugabe in the presidential 
elections to ensure that the (word indistinct) for the 
benefit of the majority. 


Zimbabwe: Independent MP Calls for Boycott of 
Presidential Elections 


MB1602160096 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] An independent member of 
parliament [MP] in Zimbabwe has called for a boycott 
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of the forthcoming presidential elections in the country. 
The MP for Harare South constituency, Ms. Margaret 
Dongo, says the polls are a ploy to hoodwink the inter- 
national community into believing there is democracy in 
Zimbabwe. Ms. Dongo says there is a need for a mass 
boycott of the polls because the governing ZANU-PF 
(Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front] re- 
fused to hold a multiparty conference on constitutional 
reform and the Electoral Act. 


The elections are scheduled for the 16th and 17th of 
March. Ms. Dongo says excessive powers vested in the 
president over the electoral process and the partisan 
electoral structure have created unfair elections. She 
appealed to Bishop Abel Muzorewa and the Reverend 
Ndabaningi Sithole to pull out of the race. She said 
President Robert Mugabe’s embarrassment will be more 
pronounced if he goes to the polls unchallenged. 


Zimbabwe: Official—Decline in IMF Support Slows 
Economic Growth 


MB1702191696 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 17 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zimbabwe says the decline 
in support from the International Monetary Fund, ‘MF, 
and the World Bank will slow down economic growth. 
Deputy Minister of Finance Meshack Chinamasa says 
the Zimbabwean currency will depreciate further with- 
out support from the IMF and World Bank. 


Mr. Chinamasa says the government will be forced to 
resort to domestic borrowing that could trigger inflation. 
He says the country expects a further $585 million [U.S. 
or Zimbabwean dollars not specified] from the World 
Bank for the second phase of the economic structural 


program. 


The IMF suspended giving additional funds to Zim- 
babwe last year, following concern about the rising bud- 
get deficit, mainly due to excessive government spend- 
ing. The IMF is expected to send a high- owered del- 
egation to the country to review the economic reform 
programs, to decide whether to release the funds. 
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Benin 


Benin: Electoral Campaign Begins; Candidate 
Amoussou Holds Rally 


AB1602224396 Cotonou Office de 
n-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1930 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The campaign for the 3 
March presidential elections began today at midnight, 
but there was almost nothing on the ground to prove 
it. After touring Cotonou this morning, this is what we 
noted. Correspondent David Ogouchina has the details: 


[Ogouchina] The launching of electoral campaigns is 
always followed immediately by propaganda activities. 
The 1995 legislative elections provided striking exam- 
ples of this with the sudden appearance of vehicles 
equipped with loudspeakers boasting the candidates’ 
merits, posters, and graffiti. [passage omitted] 


The only major function on this first day of the electoral 
campaign was the rally organized by Bruno Amoussou, 
candidate of the Front for a Democratic Alternative 
in Africa [Adema] in Zogbodomey. Apart from that, 
posters of incumbent President Nicephore Soglo have 
discreetly appeared in some wards of Cotonou, but 
concerning the other presidential candidates, nothing 
can be seen to prove that they have joined the race. 
Actually, there is still enough time ahead for the 
candidates since the campaign will last for 15 days, and 
the peaceful atmosphere noted now may be the prelude 
to an electoral storm. In any event, this electoral storm, 
we hope, will not violate the prevailing Republican 
laws. 


Meanwhile, the Adema candidate, who opened the 
campaign with a rally in Zogbodomey this afternoon, 
presented his program to the citizens there, and urged 
them to vote peacefully on 3 March. Our correspondent, 
Libero Doskoff Aho, has the details: 


[Begin Aho recording] The Adema candidate expressed 
the hope that the presidential elections will be held 
in peace and openness. In this regard, Mr. Amoussou 
called on the citizens to listen carefully to all the 
candidates in order to make the good choice when the 
time comes. He mainly urged them to avoid violence at 
all costs, as well as disorder, and mess, in short, all that 
can disrupt the peaceful organization of the elections. 
People of Zogbodomey, there is no use in quarreling and 
fighting for candidates who perfectly understand one 
another like accomplices, and who always drink together 
in Cotonou, Mr. Amoussou added. This was to further 
draw the people’s attention to the need to observe good 
rules of ~onduct during the entire campaign. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 
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Benin: Electoral Campaign Continues; No Incidents 
Reported 

AB2002110096 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
0615 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) As part of the campaign for 
the upcoming presidential elections, Bruno Amoussou, 
candidate of the Front for the Struggle for a Democratic 
Alternative in Africa [Adema], continues to explain 
his program of action to the citizens in the Atakora 
and Borgou prefectures. After Karimama, Guene, Lafia, 
Malanville, (Oga), (Hadegbou), and Bembereke, he 
addressed the inhabitants of Djougou yesterday. The 
Adema candidate’s message is centered on two of 
the major socioeconomic problems prevailing in the 
country now — namely, the privauzation of the National 
Petroleum Products Marketing Company and the price 
of cotton. 


Meanwhile, Nicephore Soglo, chairman of the Renais- 
sance of Benin Party and incumbent president, was re- 
cently at Bante and Bassila, where he presented the 
guidelines of his program of action. 


A third candidate, Adrien Houngbedji of the Party of 
Democratic Renewal [PRD], who was believed to be 
absent from the electoral campaign, is present indeed. 
His system of canvassing for voters is based on direct 
contacts with grassroots activists instead of big rallies. 
It is this system that makes people believe that he is not 
taking part in the campaign. Mr. Houngbedji is currently 
visiting grassroots sections in various wards to convey 
his message, and it is the section members who will later 
on relay it to activists in remote places. The role of these 
activists is to canvass for voters. The PRD candidate was 
yesterday at Fagnidji, Dondji, Tokplegbe, Finagnon II, 
Zonkpienou, and Tonatin. 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Prime Minister Receives French 
Armed Forces Chief 


AB1702174796 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French : 
1900 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Daniel Kablan 
Duncan this afternoon received Air Marshal Jean- 
Philippe Douen, chief of the defense staff of the 
French Armed Forces. Their discussions centered on 
the presence of the French Armed Forces, that is the 
43d Marine Infantry Battalion, in our country. They 
also discussed the troops strength of that unit and 
military cooperation between France and Cote d’ Ivoire. 
The meeting with the prime minister was held in the 
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presence of Defense Minister Bandama Ngatta and the 
French ambassador to Cote d'Ivoire, His Excellency 
Dutheil de la Rochere. After the audience, Air Marshal 
Jean-Philippe Douen spoke to our reporter Aron Bade: 


[Begin Douen recording] In the first place, our dis- 
cussions centered on reforms within the French Armed 
Forces and then we spoke about stability in the world. 
We touched on the issue of the French bases in Africa 
and I explained to the prime minister that we in France 
had earlier examined this issue. I told him that we want 
to maintain in Africa the same combat readiness in or- 
der to stabilizs crises in Africa. So, we are not going to 
reduce the number of our combat-ready units. As you 
are aware, we have in your country a marine infantry 
regiment called Bima. Actually, it is a battalion and it 
will remain here. What we are going to do in a number 
of countries is to reduce the number of support services 
and to keep just the combat-ready forces. That is the ma- 
jor role for which our forces are based here but as years 
passed by, the number of these forces increased and now 
we want to streamline these forces so as to maintain just 
the combat-ready forces. This program will soon be ap- 
proved by the president of the Republic. [end recording] 


It will be recalled that Air Marshal Jean-Philippe Douen 
had earlier held a working session with the minister of 
defense, Mr. Bandama Ngatta, and Navy Commander 
Lassana Timite, chief of defense staff of the Ivorian 
Armed Forces. 


Cote d’Ivoire: President Bedie Receives Visiting 
U.S. Official 


AB2002101096 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 19 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] This handshake between 
President Henri Konan Bedie and U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ronald Brown translates the warm relations 
between Cote d’Ivoire and the United States. The proof 
of these warm relations is that the head of the American 
executive, Bill Clinton, took advantage of his minister's 
visit to send a personal letter to the head of state. The 
message was delivered to President Bedie by the U.S. 
secretary of commerce, who has been in Cote d'Ivoire 
since yesterday. 


Ronald Brown, who was accompanied by the U.S. 
assistant secretary for African affairs, George Moose; 
and the U.S. ambassador to Cote d'Ivoire, Lannon 
Walker, took part in a round table conference attended 
by American and African businessmen. Commerce 
Minister Angoran Kakou, the Ivorian Ambassador to the 
United States, Moise Komoe Koffi; and the prefect of 
Daoukro took part in the conversation which lasted from 
1215 to 1330. The discussions enabled the two sides to 
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lay down new guidelines for cooperation between Cote 
d'Ivoire and America. [passage omitted] 


This morning, Mr. Brown visited the Abidjan Stock Ex- 
change and inaugurated the General Motors headquar- 
ters. Here is a report by Pascal Amani Kouadio: 


[Begin Kouadio recording] The visit to our country 
by U.S. Commerce Secretary Ronald Brown will last 
two days. On his arrival yesterday, he visited some 
economic ventures. The businessmen who are in his 
delegation held a working session today with their 
Ivorian counterparts. This morning Mr. Brown visited 
the Abidjan Stock Exchange where he opened the 14th 
1996 quoting session. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Cote d’Ivoire: President Bedie Receives French 
Chief of General Staff 


AB1802181496 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 1300 GMT 18 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] President Henri Konan Be- 
die yesterday granted an audience to General Phillipe 
Douin, the new French chief of general staff. The meet- 
ing took place at President Bedie’s Daoukro residence. 
Amadou Doukoure reports: 


[Begin recording] [Doukoure}] The meeting took place 
in the early afternoon at the head of state’s Daoukro 
residence. Gen. Douin was accompanied to the meeting 
by the French ambassador to Cote d'Ivoire and several 
embassy staffers. Defense Minister Bandama N’Gatta 
and senior officers of the Ivorian Army were already 
at the venue. They all attendec the meeting between 
President Bedie and Gen. Douin, which focused on 
military cooperation between Paris and Abidjan. 


[Douin] We discussed the subregion, Cote d'Ivoire, and 
its neighboring countries. We also discussed the French 
battalion stationed in Abidjan. We told the president that 
it is a professional battalion composed of professionals, 
and that this battalion must remain in Cote d'Ivoire. 
Therefore, in this regard there is no need for concern. 


We also discussed training. As you are aware, many 
Ivorian Army trainees come to France, but your country 
is increasingly gaining the capability to train soldiers 
locally which is advantageous. 


In regard to equipment, a solution was proposed which 
consists in sending French missions to Cote d'Ivoire 
occasionally to make certain units operational. This way 
we shall avoid leaving our personnel in Cote d'Ivoire 
for years, since it is very costly for France. We shall 
occasionally send missions for particular cases studied 
in advance, for two or three months, to pass on our 
knowhow. The missions will come from the French 
battalion in Abidjan or France. 
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(Doukoure] Mr. Douin, who arrived in Abidjan yester- 
day from Dakar, the capital of Senegal, was eager to 
point out that his tour is not related to reforms within 
the French Army. 


([Douin] I have come to Africa because I am the new 
chief of general staff, and I have not been here since 
my appointment. I had planned to be here earlier, in 
December, but due to an appointment with the president 
of the Republic, I was obliged to change the date of my 
visit. Otherwise, this visit to Senegal and Cote d'Ivoire 
was planned for December. 


(Doukoure] After this clarification, the new French chief 
of general staff and his delegation had dinner with the 
president. [end recording) 


Ghana 


Ghana: Newspaper Comments on Importance of 
Secretary Brown’s Visit 

AB2002174396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

1300 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) THE DAIL‘*’ GRAPHIC dis- 
cusses the importance of the visit to the country by the 
U.S. secretary of commerce, Mr. Ronald Brown. The 
paper says Mr. Brown has considerable stature in the 
American Government. This is why any pronouncement 
attributed to him should be taken seriously. This is more 
so when he is now the vanguard of promoting U.S. in- 
ternational trade. The GRAPHIC hopes the secretary’s 
visit to Ghana will greatly improve trade relations as 
evidenced by his trade promotion tours of other coun- 
tries. 

The paper says the government has created a very 
congenial atmosphere for foreign investment in Ghana. 
A lot of attractive concessions and tax exemptions are 
provided. These incentives, the GRAPHIC is confident, 
should make Mr. Brown and his delegation find Ghana 
a congenial place to do business. 


Guinea 


Guinea: National Assembly Issues Statement on 
Army Mutiny 

AB1602230196 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 

1945 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The National Assembly met in 
an extraordinary session at the 28 September Hall of the 
Palais du Peuple today from 1000 to 1200 at the request 
of the majority of its members. During the session at 
which 71 deputies were present, the National Assembly 


FBIS-AFR-96-035 
21 February 1996 


read, examined, and discussed the suggested resolutions 
concerning the 2 and 3 February events that took place 
in our country. 


After noting the pertinent conclusions of the think- 
tank ¢ ommission established to this effect, the National 
Assembly deplores: 


1. The mutiny that shook the Guinean people on 2 
and 3 February and which led to the loss of human 
lives, the destruction of public buildings, the looting of 
shops and stores and fuel depots, thus making Guinea a 
country (words indistinct} with all that this entails — the 
discouragement of national businessmen, the mistrust of 
foreign investors, and [words indistinct] on the foreign 
level. 


Since the attempt to cash in on the mutiny which 
was originally aimed at making legitimate demands 
to improve the lives of the soidiers by a group of 
soldiers to take over power resulting into the stopping 
of the democratic process in the country, this cashing 
in [words indistinct], declarations were broadcast twice 
announcing the dissolution of the government and the 
Republican institutions, and the establishment of a 
military salvation committee. 


The National Assembly, after adopting the recommen- 
dations of the ad-hoc committee, proclaims the attach- 
ment of the National Assembly to the permanent nature 
of the Republican and democratic institutions, and to 
this effect, firmly and vigorously condemns all coups 
d’etat, and all attempts to disturb the democratization 
process embarked upon by our country. 


It congratulates and encourages the president of the Re- 
public and commander in chief of the Armed Forces 
for all the measures he has taken to improve the con- 
ditions of life and work in the barracks; congratulates 
the National Army for its loyalty and its refusal to dis- 
rupt the constitutional legitimacy of the state; invites 
the executive arm of government to throw every light 
on the events of 2 and 3 February, and take every legal 
measure to ensure peace and security, and to strengthen 
national unity and cohesion. 


The National Assembly also urges the government to 
take every necessary step to directly or indirectly pay 
damages to all the victims of the tragic days of 2 
and 3 February [words indistinct] national and foreign 
businessmen, envisage a roundtable meeting between 
the government, civilian and military administrations, 
and trade unions in order to enable everybody to know 
the possibilities [words indistinct] of the state of Guinea 
as far as salaries are concerned; 


Decides the establishment of a 15-member commission 
of inquiry to discuss the problems of the Armed Forces 
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— soldiers and paramilitary workers, and the 2 and 3 
February events, especially to apportion responsibilities; 


Encourages the government, opinion leaders, and all so- 
cial actors to give priority to dialogue and consultations 
in the resolution of all national problems. 


[signed] The National Assembly. 


Niger 


Niger: Mainassara Comments on Plans for Country 
After Coup 


AB2102142396 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 21 Feb 96 p22 


[Interview with Niger’s Head of State Colonel Ibrahim 
Mainassara by FRATERNITE MATIN correspondent 
Eugene Kadet in Niamey on 3 February] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Kadet] Mr. President, how 
do you feel one week after the coup d’etat which made 
you Niger’s leader? 


(Mainassara] As you can see, I am untroubled. I have 
faith in the future. That is it. 


[Kadet] Right after the coup d’etat, you pledged not to 
hold on to power. are you sincere about that or will 
you conform to current trends whereby people make 
professions of faith which they never adhere to? 


(Mainassara] No, I am deeply sincere and as I have said 
before, I did not come to power to fulfill any personal 
ambitions whatsoever. People will be able to judge me 
with time. In the meantime, the democratic renewal and 
national unity forum will be held soon to reflect on 
Niger’s future orientation. This will enable people to 
judge whether I am acting in good faith or not. In any 
case, the set timetable and deadlines will be adhered to. 


[Kadet] Will the forum not be a "repeat performance of 
the national conference?" 


[Mainassara) As I have said before, we wish to avoid a 
repeat performance of the national conference because 
it left us with bad memories. Most observers termed it 
a big gathering where various political figures went to 
release pent-up feelings and settle scores. We do not 
wish to repeat that experience. This is why we have 
chosen the method that will enable us to quickly work 
out the essential issues and find a rapid solution to the 
crisis. 


[Kadet] At the national level, you seem to be have broad 
based support with an increasing number of movements 
expressing support for your regime. However, at the 
international level, you appear to be more and more 
isolated. France and the United States, to name but a 


WEST AFRICA 27 


few, have decided not to recognize your government. 
What is your reaction to these contradictory reactions? 


(Mainassara] It is a situation which seems paradoxical. 
Here in any Case, our action was very much welcomed. 
It fulfilled an expectation since everyone was finally 
convinced that there was a deadlock and without re- 
ciprocal concessions from the authorities to break the 
deadlock, there was an absolute need for another alter- 
native. Our action is seen among other things as one of 
the alternatives which will enable us to emerge from the 
Crisis. 

(Kadet] How exactly do you feel about reactions and 
pressure from abroad, especially from Western coun- 
tries? 

(Mainassara] They came as no surprise to us. We are 
not dreamers. We did not expect the international com- 
munity to praise and send us commendations, espe- 
cially when the days when soldiers left their. barracks to 
seize power are long gone. The international community 
should simply have examined the prevailing situation in 
Niger and the reasons which prompted us to leave the 
barracks to take that action. It should have placed the 
interest of the Niger people first because after all, they 
are the ones whom sanctions will penalize. They are 
the ones who will bear the brunt of sanctions. [passage 
omitted] 


[Kadet] Given the numerous problems facing Niger such 
as the non payment of civil servants’ and students’ 
salary arrears, food shortage, and the interrupted demo- 
cratic process, which of these priorities is now highest 
on your list? 


[Mainassara] The highest priority for a country such as 
ours, where problems are basically of an economic na- 
ture, is the reorganization of public finances to be able 
to solve sovereignty problems, that is, the regular pay- 
ment of salaries, and solve problems concerning health, 
education, food security, as well as improve domestic 
resources. The third phase will be to reestablish contact 
with the Bretton Woods institutions very quickly to get 
Niger out of this extremely difficult situation. I can as- 
sure you we will carry out these actions simultaneously 
with the return to the democratic process, which ranks 
among our immediate priorities. [passage omitted] 


Niger: Government Releases 8 Alleged Plotters 
Detained After Coup 
AB2002213096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 20 Feb 96 

(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Niger Government has 
taken advantage of the start of the ‘Id al-Fitr holiday to 
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free eight alleged plotters. All of them were picked up in 
the wake of the military coup last month when Niger’s 
elected president, Mahamane Ousmane, was detained. 
Although he was released fairly soon afterwards, the 
eight were only let out last night, and they have only 
just found out why they were locked up in the first place. 
On the line to Niamey, Alice Martin asked our reporter, 
Christina Cisse, what the eight were supposed to have 
done: 


[Begin recording) (Cisse) (?Here) the eight split into 
two groups seven, among whom was the former interior 
minister Ousmane Oumarou, have been charged of 
trying to organize people to extract the former president, 
Mahamane Ousmane, by force to hide him in a foreign 
embassy. 


(Martin) And, have those charges been dropped against 
them? Was there enough evidence? 


[Cisse] There was neither any concrete evidence nor was 
there any paper or official document to charge them. 
All of them have said they have not seen a paper which 
charges them with these accusations. They have just 
been kept there, like the former interior minister told 
me he was kept for 10 days, and only on the last day 
of his detention was he told about his charges. And, 
this is not a matter of justice here, it has been a matter 
between, probably, the secret police and these detainees. 


[Martin] So, you talked to some of the people that were 
released about the conditions of their detention? 


[Cisse] Yes, I also talked to the ex-foreign minister, 
Abdouramane Hama, who said he was kept in good 
conditions. He was told that he had contacted foreign 
diplomats and the exterior, in general, in order for them 
to put an embargo on Niger — an accusation that he 
also denies. 


[Martin] So, what happens now? 


[Cisse] That is what I asked them. Some of them said 
they are not going to take this matter any further, but 
the former interior minister, Ousmane Oumarou, said he 
will take this matter to the justice. Because he has not 
officially been charged, he wants to have this matter in 
front of a judge to see what is coming out of it. 


(Martin) But, they are free to go, for the moment then? 


[Cisse] Well, at the moment, they are all free. They 
haven’t been told whether they will be rearrested or 
reinterrogated. They are at home, they are celebrating 
like anybody else. 


{Martin} And, what about the celebrations for ‘Id al- 
Fitr? Is there anything special that will mark this year’s 
celebrations, do you think? 
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[Cisse] There was a speech by the prime minister on 
television yesterday, but it was the usual ‘Id al-Fitr 
speech. There was really nothing unusual about it. Like 
every year, there was an amnesty for certain detainees, 
but that is the usual thing to do for a Muslim government 
the day before ‘Id al-Fitr. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Government Rules Out Talks With 
Commonwealth on Suspension 


AB2102080296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigeria has ruled out the possi- 
bility of talks at the Commonwealth on her suspension. 
The minister of foreign affairs, Chief Tom Ikimi, stated 
Nigeria’s position on the matter in an interview with 
newsmen in Namibia. He said the government would 
not meet members of the committee of Commonwealth 
foreign affairs ministers set up to monitor Nigeria's tran- 
sition program. Chief Ikimi said he was in Nigeria to 
deliver a personal message from the head of state, Gen- 
eral Sani Abacha, to President Sam Nujoma. In the mes- 
sage, Gen. Abacha thanked the Namibian leader for his 
understanding of the Nigerian situation. 


Nigeria: Finance Minister Gives Breakdown of 
Budget Figures 

AB1702175096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 20 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Finance Minister Chief An- 
thony Ani today in Abuja gave a breakdown of the bud- 
get announced last night by the head of state. 


Seventy seven billion naira has been set aside for 
recurrent expenditure while 47 (as heard] billion naira is 
for capital expenditure. Correspondent Mohamed Kudu 
Abubakar has details of the breakdown: 


(Begin Abubakar recording] Out of the 77 billion naira 
set aside for recurrent expenditure in 1996, the Ministry 
of Education tops the list with an allocation of 12 billion 
naira. This is more than twice its allocation of only 5 
billion naira in 1995. The Ministry of Defense closely 
follows that of education with an allocation ‘of 11 billion 
naira. This is also an increase when compared with its 
allocation of 10 billion naira in 1995. Police formations 
and commands have been allocated a total of almost 
9 billion naira. The commands’ allocation this year is 
similar to that of 1995. 


The presidency has its allocation reduced this year when 
compared with that of 1995. It now has an allocation of 
4 billion naira as against 5 billion naira in 1995. 
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The 1996 capital expenditure has the transport sector 
topping the list with an allocation of almost 7 billion 
naira. The Ministry of Defense is allocated close to 
4 billion naira. It is also closely followed by the 
education sector with an allocation of 3 billion naira. 
The Federal Ministry of Works and Housing has its 
allocation reduced from 5 billion naira in 1995 to 3 
billion naira in 1996. Other sector allocations are for 
the Ministry of Solid Minerals Development with a 
total of 602 million naira and the National Electoral 
Commission of Nigeria [NECON) with an allocation of 
300 million naira. This represents a substantial increase 
when compared to NECON’s 1995 allocation of 57 
million naira. (end recording] 


Nigeria: Radio Lagos Voice of Nigeria Remains 
Unheard 


AB1602191596 Paris AFP in English 
1547 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, 16 Feb (AFP) — The 
Voice of Nigeria [VON], the external service of Radio 
Nigeria which went off [the] air at the end of September, 
has failed to resume transmission, officials in the radio 
station said Friday [16 February). The VON was unable 
to transmit the 1996 budget broadcast of General Sani 
Abacha late Thursday, and its repeat Friday morning, 
they said. 

The radio, which began its operations in 1961, went off 
the air in September when its transmitters broke down, 
Officials said. Before it became autonomous in 1991, it 
had operated for 30 years as an arm of Radio Nigeria. 


Efforts are currently being made either to replace these 
transmitters or repair them, they added. It is hoped that 
the station would resume transmission next month, they 
added. 


The VON transmits its programmes in English, French, 
Arabic, Hausa, German and Ki-Swahili to its listeners 
in Africa and overseas. The radio station is owned 
wholly by the Federal Government of Nigeria and 
it is supervised directly by the Federal Ministry of 
Information. 


Sierra Leone 
Sierra Leone: Further on RUF Attacks; Four 
Alleged Coup Plotters Released 
AB1602194696 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The tenure of cease-fire 
in Sierra Leone is under increasing threat. Yesterday, 
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there were reports of an attack by some 50 armed men, 
wearing uniforms similar to those used by the Army on 
the town of Pendembu near Makeni in the north of the 
country. It was an area previously seen as safe from 
RUF [Revolutionary United Front] rebels or any other 
attack, but it apparently did not stop there. The raid 
has also hit the villages of Sanda and Kamakwie. From 
Freetown, Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


Reports from the scene and civilians fleeing the area say 
rebels have destroyed a number of houses and killed at 
least 10 civilians at Sanda and Kamakwie. It appears, 
after the rebels attacked Pendembu, they moved on to 
these two villages before disappearing into the bush. 
[passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, four out of the eight soldiers arrested 
last year for plotting to overthrow the government of 
Captain Valentine Strasser, have been released from 
Pademba Road Prison. Reports say the Law Offices 
Department said there was insufficient evidence to 
prosecute them. Military sources, however, say the four 
would have to face the disciplinary committee of the 
Sierra Leonean military. The fate of the other four 
soldiers is still unclear. 


Togo 


Togo: Eyadema, Nigerian Foreign Minister Ikimi 
To Discuss Bakassi 


AB1602091596 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1900 GMT 16 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] President Gnassingbe Eyadema 
received Chief Tom Ikimi, the Nigerian foreign minis- 
ter, at his residence in Pya this afternoon, in line with 
his mediation efforts to find solutions to the conflict 
between Cameroon and Nigeria over the Bakassi penin- 
sula. President Eyadema will also receive Cameroonian 
Foreign Minister Ferdinand Oyono. By holding these 
consultations, President Eyadema intends to harmonize 
views on the situation. 


Since their accession to independence, Nigeria and 
Cameroon have claimed ownership of this peninsula 
which is located to the south of their common border. 
Several armed confrontations, which took place in 
February 1994 as well as this month, have left several 
people dead on both sides. Calm was only restored in 
the area through the intervention of President Eyadema 
in 1994. The Bakassi peninsula is considered to be rich 
in oil and fish. 
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